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Ce 
Vhe OVER 
AYA M. HARRISON, JR., of St. Petersburg took office as 
President of The Florida Bar on May 4, 1957, at the conclusion 
of the 1957 Annual Convention. 

The new President was born in Tampa in 1912. He received 
the LL.B. degree at the University of Florida in 1935. 

During World War II, Harrison served in the European Theater 
as a Colonel in the Field Artillery. 

He has served on the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar 
continuously since 1952. 

In addition to holding membership in the American Bar Associa- 
tion, President Harrison is a member of the Federal Communications 
Bar Association, the International Association of Insurance Counsel, and Phi Delta 
Phi. He is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers and for the past three 
years has served as visiting Lecturer of Law on Trial Practice and Appeal Practice at 
Stetson College of Law. 


Proceedings of the 1957 Annual Convention 
of The Florida Bar 


The 
Annual Meeting of The Florida Bar con- 


first business session of the 1957 


vened on Thursday, May 2, 1957, at 9:30 
a.m. at the Americana Hotel, Miami Beach, 
Florida. President J. Lance. Lazonby presid- 
ed. 

The convention opened with an invoca- 
tion by Reverend W. R. Rowe of All 
Souls Episcopal Church, of Miami Beach. 

Faris N. Cowart, Chairman of the Dade 
County Board of Commissioners, welcomed 
the members of The Florida Bar to the 
area. After noting the recognition given 
to The Florida Bar for its accomplishment 
during the seven years since integration, 
Mr. Cowart said: 

“Continuation of your labors in the in- 

terests of public service will undoubtedly 

earn for you the univeral respect and 
good will of the citizens throughout 

Florida. I predict a great and illustrious 

future for The Florida Bar. 

“Speaking as a layman, as an accountant 
and as a public servant seriously interested 
in good government, I should like to see, 
and sincerely hope that you as leaders of 
the legal profession will consider at this 
convention, a more determined defense, a 
more passionate conviction, a greater be- 
lief in the organized bar. 

“The members of the organized bar 
have a duty above all other men and 
women to defend the democratic form 
of government. The great strength, the 
enormous prestige, the knowledge, the 
learning and the respect of The Florida 
Bar should be the first and strongest 
bulwarks against the destruction of public 
confidence in our form of government. 

“You ladies and gentlemen who are 
dedicated to the pursuit of a learned art 
and a spirit of public service are govern- 
ed by the strictest moral code of conduct 
and have the foremost duty to provide 
leadership and give substance to the re- 
quirement that those entrusted with the 
stewardship of public office conduct 
themselves with scrupulous honesty, in- 
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tegrity and good judgment. 

“More and more lawyers seek and 
gain positions of public trust. They above 
all others have the duty and responsibility 
to set the standards and furnish the leader- 
ship by example for integrity, whether it 
be in the executive, legislative or judicial 
branches of the government. 

“Continued indifference or tolerance 
of less than strict adherence to the moral 
responsibilities of public office can result 
only in complete destruction of public 
confidence in government. 

“T have the firm conviction that the 
legal profession can and will meet the 
challenge.” 

Milton E. Grusmark, President of the 
host Miami Beach Bar Association, next ex- 
tended a welcome to the members present. 

Past President John M. Allison of Tampa 
responded to the welcomes. 

The President then appointed, as mem- 
bers of the Convention Resolutions Com- 
mittee, Donn Gregory of Tampa, Winston 
E. Arnow of Gainesville, and Roy E. Kin- 
sey of Daytona Beach. 

President Lazonby then delivered an 
address on the state of The Florida Bar, 
reprinted elsewhere in this issue as the 
Annual Report of the President of The 
Florida Bar. 

Distinguished guests were presented by 
Past President Darrey A. Davis of Miami 
Beach. 

Howell Hollis, President of the Georgia 
State Bar Association, a distinguished 
guest of The Florida Bar, brought greetings 
from his association. 

Samuel J. Kanner of Miami, Chairman 
of the Florida Board of Bar Examiners, 
reported to the convention on the activities 
of that group during the past administrative 
year. 

The Deans of Florida Law Schools and 
Colleges then delivered their reports to 
the assembly. The reports were presented 
by Dean Henry A. Fenn of the Univeristy 
of Florida College of Law, Dean Russell 
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A. Rasco of the University of Miami 
Schoo!. of Law, Dean Thomas Miller Jen- 
kins of Florida A. & M. University College 
of Law, and Dean H. L. Sebring of the 
Stetson University College of Law. (Ex- 
cerpts from the Deans’ reports are published 
in this issue.) 


Official Luncheon Meeting 

The luncheon meeting of The Florida 
Bar was called to order at 2:00 p.m. in 
the Bal Masque Room, President-elect Baya 
M. Harrison, Jr., presiding. President-elect 
Harrison turned the chair over to Cody 
Fowler of Tampa, former President of the 
American Bar Association, who introduced 
David F. Maxwell of Philadelphia, current 
President of the American Bar Association. 

President Maxwell stated that the program 
of the American Bar Association is dedicat- 
ed to the American lawyer, and outlined 
the activities of the American Bar Associa- 
tion in such fields as group insurance, the 
Jenkins-Keogh Bill, the improvement of 
Federal administrative procedures, and the 
rights of lawyers in Federal service. He 
also reported on the national work being 
done by the American Bar Association in 
the fields of unauthorized practice, griev- 
ance matters and public relations. 


Second Business Session 


The second business session convened 
at 9:30 am. on Friday, May 3, 1957. Rabbi 
Irving Lehrman of Temple Emanu-El, 
Miami Beach, gave the invocation. 

Edward S. Hemphill of Jacksonville, 
Chairman of the Committee on Memorials, 
delivered the report of his committee for 
the preceding year. (This report is printed 
elsewhere in this issue of The Florida Bar 
Journal.) At the conclusion of Chairman 
Hemphill’s report, the members stood silent- 
ly in tribute to departed brethern. 

Giles J. Patterson of Jacksonville, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Legal Education 
and Professional Standards, then reported 
to the assembly on the activities of his 
committee, particularly its work in coopera- 
tion with other groups. 

Kenneth B. Sherouse, Jr., of Tallahassee, 
gave his annual report as Executive Direc- 
tor. 
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Final Business Session 

The final business session convened Satur- 
day, May 4, 1957, at 9:30 a.m. The invoca- 
tion was given by Monsignor William Barry 
of St. Patrick’s Church, Miami Beach. 

Mr. Justice E. Harris Drew of the Su- 
preme Court of Florida then reported to 
the assembly on cooperation between a 
special committee of The Florida Bar and 
the Supreme Court Rules Committee in 
drafting a proposed set of Rules of Appel- 
late Procedure under the newly amended 
Article V of the Constitution. Justice Drew 
pointed out that the new Rules, in draft 
form, would be explained before many of 
the local bar associations in Florida, and 
particularly solicited the reaction of the 
Bar prior to final adoption of the Rules 
before the Supreme Court of Florida on 
May 28, 1957. 

Mr. Justice Elwyn Thomas of the Su- 
preme Court of Florida then administered 
the oath of office to the incoming officers 
and members of the Board of Governors, 
as follows: 

“I (name) do solemnly swear that I 

will uphold, protect and defend the 

Constitution of the United States of 

America and of the State of Florida; that 

I will serve diligently the prompt and 

impartial administration of justice; that 

I will uphold and defend the Integration 

Rule and by-laws of The Florida Bar, 

and that I will faithfully discharge the 

duties of the office of (President) (Pres- 
ident-elect) (Executive Director) (mem- 
ber of Board of Governors) to which 

I have been elected to the best of my 

ability, so help me God.” 

Mr. Justice Thomas then introduced As- 
sociate Justice Tom C. Clark of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, who 
delivered an address reprinted elsewhere in 
this issue. 

The President then recognized the Execu- 
tive Director, who requested Mr. Justice 
Thomas to come forward and presented to 
him a citation from the Board of Governors 
of The Florida Bar reading as follows: 

“The Florida Bar Distinguished Service 

Citation to Mr. Justice Elwyn Thomas for 

his unique and outstanding contributions 

of lasting value to the people of Florida 
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On Saturday morning, at the Third Assembly of the Convention, Mr. Justice Elwyn 


Thomas (right foreground) of the Supreme Court of Florida administered the Oath of 
Office to the incoming officers and members of the Board of Governors of The Florida 
Bar. Here, Baya M. Harrison, Jr.. St. Petersburg. is being sworn as incoming President 
while new members of the Board of Governors look on. Among the latter, visible in the 
picture from left to right. are: Clyde Atkins, Miami: Herbert Darby. Lake City: Heskin 
Whittaker, Orlando: Roy Kinsey, Daytona Beach: Joe Harrell, Pensacola: Richard Earle, 
St. Petersburg: Donn Gregory. Tampa: William A. Hamilton, Jacksonville, and William 


Albury, Key West. 


and to the nation in improving the ad- 
ministration of justice as the first Chair- 
man of the Judicial Council of Florida 
and as Chairman of the Section of Judi- 
cial Administration of the American Bar 
Association. 

“Dated this fourth day of May, 1957. 
By Order of the Board of Governors”; 
and signed Kenneth B. Sherouse, Jr., Ex- 
ecutive Director. 

President Lazonby then turned the chair 
over to President-elect Baya M. Harrison, 
Jr.. who made the following remarks to 
the assembly: 

“[ am glad to have this very short op- 
portunity to state my great thanks for 
the chance to serve the lawyers of 
Florida. 

“{ am further grateful to the present 
Rule which permitted my service as 
President-elect during the past year that 
I might be better advised of the affairs 
of the Bar and perhaps somewhat more 
capable of discharging the office of Presi- 
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dent, for there is no time to pause in the 
Bar’s vigorous execution of the responsi- 
bilities imposed upon it by the Supreme 
Court of Florida. Past experience is now 
more clearly defining the proper province 
of The Florida Bar, and despite any 
defining process that province continues 
to be to assure the competence and in- 
tegrity of the Bar and to guarantee the 
public service of its members to the 
extent that we can and we will discharge 
those responsibilities not only earnestly 
but militantly; not rashly but responsibly. 
Thank you, my friends.” 

President-elect Harrison then recognized 


James M. “Red” McEwen of Tampa, who 
presented to President Lazonby an engrav- 
ed certificate reading: 


“The Florida Bar Distinguished Service 
Award. This certifies that J. Lance. 
Lazonby served as President of The 
Florida Bar during the term 1956-1957 
and in such service rendered important 
contributions to the Bench, the Bar and 
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Members of the Legal Education and Professional Responsibilities Committee met at 
the Convention with Chairman Giles Patterson, Jacksonville, to discuss objectives for 
the forthcoming year. Seated around the table (left to right) are T. D. Ellis, Jr., Holly- 
wood; John D. Harris, St. Petersburg: Giles Patterson: J. Thomas Gurney, Orlando; 
Dean Henry A. Fenn, University of Florida College of Law, Gainesville, and Edward 
S. Hemphill, Jacksonville. 


the public. 

“Dated this fourth day of May, 1957. By 

the Order of the Board of Governors. 

Signed by Kenneth B. Sherouse, Jr., 

Executive Director.” 

Thereupon, it was moved from the floor 
and duly seconded and carried that the 
annual dues for the year 1958 be continued 
in the current amount of $15.00 per annum. 
Official Banquet 

The annual banquet session came to 
order at 8:00 p.m. in the Medallion and 
Bal Masque Rooms, President J. Lance. 
Lazonby presiding. President Lazonby 
called upon Mr. Justice Campbell Thornal 
of the Supreme Court of Florida to deliver 
the official invocation, reprinted elsewhere 
in this issue. 

Distinguished guests were recognized and 
introduced by Past President Horner C. 
Fisher of West Palm Beach. 

Executive Director Kenneth B. Sherouse, 
Jr., presented the Second Annual Press 
Award of The Florida Bar to Lawrence 
Thompson of the Miami Herald, and named 
as winners of four honorable mention cita- 
tions James Clendinen of the Tampa Tri- 
bune, Miss Helen Coble of the DeLand Sun, 
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Norman Gelman of the St. Petersburg 
Times, and Stephen Trumbull of the Miami 
Herald. 

The President then recognized Dr. 
Francis H. Langley of St. Petersburg, Pres- 
ident of the Florida Medical Association, 
who pointed out the joint responsibilities 
of the two professions. 

Mr. Justice George A. Gale of the 
Supreme Court of Ontario, Toronto, Cana- 
da, then delivered the banquet address en- 
titled “Our Judicial System,” an explana- 
tion of the workings of the Canadian judici- 
al system. 

President Lazonby then turned the gavel 
of office over to the new President, Baya 
M. Harrison, Jr., who said: 

“Thank you, Mr. Past President. At 

10:58 p.m., on May 4, 1957, my _ first 

official duty is immediate and clear. The 

Seventh Annual Convention of The 

Florida Bar and the Fifty-First Annual 

Meeting of the Lawyers of Florida stands 

adjourned sine die.” 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) KENNETH B. SHEROUSE, JR. 
Executive Director 
The Florida Bar 
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Report On 


Our Fifty-First Year 


The Annual Address of President J]. Lance. Lazonby 


HE INTEGRATION Rute refers to this 

annual delivery of the President as an 
address on the state of The Florida Bar. 
While this is only the Eighth Annual 
Meeting of the Integrated Bar, it is the 
5ist Annual Assembly of the lawyers of 
Florida, and our goals as a profession have 
long since been defined. It is in light of 
the history of constant striving to attain 
these goals that the state of The Florida 
Bar should be viewed. 

The reports of sections and committees 
published in The Florida Bar Journal, to- 
gether with the report of the Executive 
Director and other informative presenta- 
tions which follow during this annual 
meeting, will give you detailed accounts of 
our current activities. Therefore, rather 
than attempting to document by statistics 
or extended reference the accomplishments 
during this administrative year, I shall for 
the most part generalize on the continued 
progress in our long range activities. 

The increasing demand upon the time 
of the officers of The Florida Bar and 
your Board of Governors is caused by 
more than growth of the membership of 
the Bar; it reflects an awareness, not only 
within our profession but by the public, 
as to the extent of our responsibilities and 
the character and educational training re- 
quired to properly discharge them. 

Education 

In addition to the orientation program 
for law freshmen and the legal ethics 
seminars conducted by the law schools in 
which representatives of The Florida Bar 
participate, more and more emphasis is 
being placed on pre-law school curriculum 
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guidance. As a result of conferences arrang- 
ed and conducted by the Committee on 
Legal Education and Professional Standards, 
representatives from the faculties of our 
Law Schools, the Colleges, the Board of 
Bar Examiners, and the Bar, evolved the 
idea of supplementing the traditional facul- 
ty advisor by Pre-Legal Clubs. These clubs 
will provide pre-law students with the 
joint advisory services of professional 
scholars and practicing lawyers, and it is 
intended that through informal discussions 
students will become increasingly aware 
of the organization, operation, and pur- 
poses of our profession and the character 
and qualifications required. 

The details of this project will be pub- 
lished as well as reported to you by the 
Chairman of the Committee on Legal Edu- 
cation and Professional Standards, who will 
also give a resume of the activities of the 
Council on Legal Education and Admissions 
to the Bar. The vigor of these programs 
demonstrates that the coordinated effort of 
our Supreme Court, the new Board of Bar 
Examiners, the Law Schools, the Universi- 
ties and the Bar is resulting in a more rea- 
listic understanding of the lawyeer’s duties 
and responsibilities at the pre-law school 
level and during the law school training 
period. 

For some time the Bar has conducted, as 
a public service, various educational pro- 
grams on the subject of our legal system 
and the application of certain fields of the 
law thereunder of general interest to lay- 
men. In the main, our dissemination of 
information has been directed to adult 
audiences. Of late, however, there is an 
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increasing recognition of our responsibility 
to assist at the secondary educational level 
by sponsoring programs designed to instill 
in our youth a greater awareness of the 
traditions of our democratic society, its 
social, economic and political problems, 
as well as an understanding of the import- 
ance of our legal system in the survival 
of such a society. 

The outstanding example in this endeavor 
is the lecture series prepared by the Com- 
mittee on American Citizenship which has 
received national acclaim. Several major 
state bars in the North and Midwest have 
complimented The Florida Bar by adopt- 
ing in toto this lecture series, including 
our now famous comparison of Communism 
and Americanism, presented on a_ high 
school level. In February, the House of 
Delegates of the American Bar Association 
took action to urge every other Bar in the 
country to adopt our program and _ its 
method of presentation. Officially approved 
by the State Superintendent of Public In- 
struction and State Board of Education, 
this program is well under way and presents 
to each local bar association the oppor- 
tunity to further serve the youth of Florida. 

In somewhat allied fields, the Committees 
on Crime and Delinquency Prevention, 
Family Law and Juvenile Courts have been 
most active. Their efforts have brought 
about a better understanding of the pro- 
blems faced by our youth. As a conse- 
quence, continued reform of our law and 
procedures is to be anticipated to meet 
these problems. 

Notwithstanding the emphasis placed on 
the educational programs above outlined, 
continuing education for the active practi- 
tioner has not been neglected. As in prior 
years, every attempt was made to reach all 
Florida lawyers with the latest advance- 
ments in major fields of legal activity. 

In this, its second year, the Real Property 
Section has already doubled its member- 
ship. Its primary objectives have led to a 
consolidation with related fields, and it 
became the Section on Real Property, 
Probate and Trust Law. Through eight 
institutes, the Section has furthered our 
objectives of educational services to the 
general practitioner. The study of uniform 
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title standards has been continued, and an 
intensive work-session was held here yes- 
terday. This endeavor promises solutions 
obviously needed in this important field. 

The Tax Section has maintained close 
liaison with the Real Property, Probate 
and Trust Law Section and has contributed 
to all institute programs involving tax 
aspects. Articles have been prepared and 
published monthly in The Florida Bar 
Journal with a practical approach designed 
to assist the general practitioner. 

The Committee on Legal Forms and 
Work Sheets has added to its compilation 
a set of will forms which is now on the 
press and which you will shortly receive. 

The Junior Bar Section has again render- 
ed valuable service to the new admittees 
to the Bar through the practical legal edu- 
cation institute for each such group upon 
entering the profession. 

The above are by no means all. A series 
of excellent presentations on torts were 
conducted throughout this year by the 
College of Law at Florida A. & M. Univer- 
sity. The Committee on Medico-Legal Law 
and Procedures has been most active in 
bringing to groups of both professions lec- 
tures and institutes of mutual interest and 
benefit. Moreover, our committee, together 
with a like committee of the Florida Medi- 
cal Association, has drafted a medico-legal 
code for the guidance of both professions 
in their interrelations which, when approv- 
ed by The Florida Bar and the Florida 
Medical Association, will be published and 
furnished each member of both professions. 

The Committee on Insurance Law recent- 
ly held a major institute at Stetson Law 
College and the Committee on Traffic 
Courts and Safety has just concluded its 
Third Annual Conference held at the Uni- 
versity of Florida. 


In mentioning these educational activities, 
all of which have been outstanding, we do 
not overlook the value of or the interest 
in the many local institutes carried on under 
our Legal Institutes program which have 
served the Florida lawyer in his own 
community so effectively for many years, 
nor the Lawyers creed contributions which 
are constantly made to the profession by 
the Past Presidents. An illustration of their 
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James M. “Red” McEwen of Tampa, at right, here 
performs his traditional convention duty by pre- 
senting a Certificate of Meritorious Service to out- 


going President J. Lance. Lazonby. 


service in this and other fields is readily 
seen when we examine, with thought, the 
Lawyer’s Creed recently prepared and 
shortly to be published in the Journal. 


Judicial Administration 

1956 saw Florida become the second 
American jurisdiction in which the Bar 
successfully accomplished a major judicial 
reform of its own impetus. Our Committee 
on Judicial Administration and the Council 
of Local Bar Presidents collaborated most 
effectively throughout the campaign for 
Amendment No. | in which the electorate 
was fully informed of the work product of 
the Judicial Council. The result was a 
three-to-one victory in November. While 
this accomplishment has its background in 
the constant striving of the members of 
the Bar, it came into fruition through the 
joint contribution of responsible laymen 
whose demonstrated interest in the admini- 
stration of justice is every bit as keen as 
ours. 

Currently your officers and appropriate 
committees are working closely with the 
Judicial Council and with the Supreme 
Court to implement this constitutional 
change. The Court requested and received 
the assistance of the Bar in the drafting of 
the new appellate rules and in the solicita- 
tion of reaction in all geographic areas of 
the state so that the new rules will reflect 
the experience and best thinking of our 
judiciary and of practicing lawyers. Later 
in the program you will hear a full report 
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in this regard. 


Headquarters 

Despite the heavy demands of a growing 
membership and increasing administrative 
housekeeping detail, each activity of the 
Bar continues to receive a full measure of 
the quietly efficient service being rendered 
by your Headquarters staff. Their loyalty 
is a tribute to the executive ability of our 
Executive Director, Kenneth B. Sherouse, 
Jr. 

Notwithstanding the tremendous effort 
put forth by our Headquarters group, it 
became apparent that it was beyond human 
capacity to remain abreast of the volume 
of work to be done. The problem has 
been partially solved by the addition of 
Robert C. Griffin to the staff as As- 
sistant Executive Director. We are already 
impressed with his talents and anticipate 
that his broad background in publications 
and education will afford a more effective 
means of bringing helpful information from 
the sections and committees to the general 
membership. 


Legislation 

As in the past, certain Bar approved 
legislation has been recommended to the 
1957 Legislature. Ideas and recommenda- 
tions for statutory improvement suggested 
by lawyers as a result of their experience 
in their practice were solicited by the 
Committee on Continuing Law Reform. 
Through careful planning and several 
working meetings, that Committee effec- 
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Joseph N. Welch, well-known Boston trial lawyer and 
counsel for the U. S. Army in the Army-McCarthy 
hearings, spoke to the Convention on Saturday after- 
noon. His speech was followed by a panel presen- 
tation headed by William S. Frates, Miami, then 
Chairman of the Committee on Trial Tactics and 
Procedures. 


tively coordinated all recommendations, 
and full consideration was given every sug- 
gestion received from other Bar Com- 
mittees and from individual practitioners. 

As a result of numerous work sessions on 
legislation held by several committees, the 
Board of Governors was required to meet 
on two separate occasions so that careful 
consideration could be given each recom- 
mendation for Bar approved legislation. In 
the interests of continuity, supervision of 
this program was undertaken by President- 
elect Baya M. Harrison, Jr. The Board 
selected for approval those proposals which 
dealt with some facet of the administration 
of justice or in which the Bar had some 
apparent responsibility. 

Proposed legislation is now in the hands 
of our able Chairman of the Committee on 
Legislation, and we have every hope for 
a successful outcome of the entire program. 

Our Highest Responsibility—lIntegrity 

Many worthy and traditional programs, 
as well as a few highly desirable new ideas, 
were curtailed this year. 

This detraction is most accurately reflect- 
ed in our budget, where, several months 
ago, the Board of Governors found it 
necessary to transfer substantial sums 
from the budgets of legal institutes, public 
relations, legal forms and work sheets and 
other meritorious projects to meet the 
severe load unexpectedly imposed upon 
us by virtue of our highest responsibility— 
the maintenance of professional integrity. 

Operating under a new disciplinary arti- 
cle, as amended in late 1955, your Board of 
Governors and Grievance Committees 


324 


initiated several quite substantial griev- 
ance inquiries on circuit and state levels. 
Needless to say, all of these proceedings 
have been or will be consummated in a 
positive and impartial manner. We all re- 
gret that portions of other programs pro- 
jected with this year first began were neces- 
sarily sacrificed to our primary responsi- 
bility; nevertheless, we take pardonable 
pride in the fact that The Florida Bar, at 
times on untried ground and despite ad- 
verse criticism, met this unpleasant task 
with resolution and with all dispatch con- 
sistent with the utilization of voluntary 
service through which this duty is dis- 
charged. 

We share, I am sure, the common belief 
that we stand or fall on traditions of honor 
and competence. We look forward to the 
day when an intensive grievance program 
will not be necessary. In the meantime, The 
Florida Bar must continue to accept and 
discharge this responsibility. 

Recommendations 

The Rule directs that the President sub- 
mit his recommendations for the coming 
year. My recommendations have already 
been passed along to the incoming adminis- 
tration, and among them are a few that 
may be of general interest. 

1. Bar Counsel. I reiterate the recom- 
mendation of my able predecessor, 
Donald K. Carroll, that The Florida 
Bar employ a full time general counsel 
to supervise the investigation and pro- 
secution of disciplinary cases and to 
assist the Committee on Unauthorized 
Practice of Law. I shall not labor you 
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Mr. Justice Tom C. Clark, the Supreme Court of the 
United States, spoke to the Convention at its Third 
Assembly on Saturday morning. He was presented 
by Mr. Justice Elwyn Thomas, Supreme Court of 
Florida. J. Lance. Lazonby, outgoing President of 
The Florida Bar, seated at left, presided at the 
morning session. 


with the many reasons evolved from 
our experience which support this re- 
commendation, but will merely say that 
the officers of the Bar must be freed 
to some extent from the extraordinary 
demands on their time by disciplinary 
matters if the overall administration of 
the affairs of The Florida Bar is to 
be properly and adequately carried on. 
2. Judicial Section. Because there is 
wide divergence of opinion on methods 
of judicial selection, I cannot properly 
make a recommendation as to the 
method. I can and do recommend that 
The Florida Bar continue to urge the 
adoption of a system of selection that 
will remove judges as far as is possible 
from the burden and influence of po- 
litical pressures. Moreover, we should 
continue to assist and support, irrespec- 
tive of individual viewpoints, the rec- 
ommendations of the Judicial Council 
of Florida which has the primary re- 
sponsibility in this regard. 

3. Legal Institutes. Without abandoning 
that portion of our program which 
makes available to local bar groups 
speakers on any desired subject, it is 
recommended that we place more em- 
phasis on our state wide institutes, utili- 
zing in a more intensive and organized 
fashion the wealth of talent within our 
state and the services available at our 
Universities and by the General Exten- 
sion Division. By so doing, it will no 
longer be necessary for the hundreds 
of Florida lawyers to yearly go else- 
where to attend institutes at consider- 
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able time and expense. 

4. The Florida Bar Foundation. In the 
press of other activities, we have failed 
so far to go forward with the develop- 
ment of our Foundation incorporated 
last year. Through the Foundation, it 
will be possible to undertake many 
activities of great value to our profes- 
sion which cannot be carried on by 
The Florida Bar. It is recommended 
that, with the least delay possible, we 
utilize the Foundation for the pur- 
poses envisioned in its creation. 

5. Local Bar Associations. It has be- 
come apparent that, with the transition 
which took place when our state Bar 
became integrated, there was a major 
shift of responsibilities. There are many 
activities which voluntary associations 
can undertake which cannot be pro- 
perly performed by an integrated Bar 
responsible to all Florida lawyers. 
Strong local bars are absolutely neces- 
sary, not only to supplement the pro- 
grams of The Florida Bar, but to carry 
on activities which can only be done 
on the local level and by voluntary 
groups. The Council of Local Bar 
Presidents will become an increasingly 
effective agency through which better 
coordination of the programs of The 
Florida Bar and of local Bars may be 
realized. In aid of this coordination of 
effort, each local bar association could 
well consider taking the necessary steps 
to change its administrative year to 
coincide with that of The Florida Bar. 
6. The Advisory Council. It was felt 
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that the experience and fund of know- 
ledge possessed only by those who have 
served as Presidents of the Bar, if 
made available, would be of great value 
to present officers and the Board of 
Governors in preserving continuity in 
programs of the Bar and in assistance 
and counsel in emergency problems 
that inevitably arise. It was with this 
thought that the Advisory Council 
was created this year. The Council 
has been of immeasurable assistance to 
the President and the Executive Com- 
mittee during the current year, and I 
strongly recommend that the Council 
be continued so that each administra- 
tion will have the advice and assistance 
that only this group can give. 
Acknowledgments 

We are deeply grateful to the Convention 
Committee for the planning and arrange- 
ments which we are sure will not only 
make this an outstanding Convention in its 
professional aspects, but there will be time 
and events to make your stay here an enjoy- 
able one. To our host, the Miami Beach 
Bar Association, may we say that, as al- 
ways, we are enjoying your warm hospitali- 
ty so generously afforded. To the judiciary, 
we are most appreciative of your coopera- 
tion in arranging open calendars so that 
members of our profession could attend 
and participate in this annual meeting. 

To an outgoing President, the acknow- 
ledgment of service presents a most difficult 
problem. Should one enumerate the names 
of those who deserve tribute for their 
contributions to the work of the Bar 
and the advancement of its programs, the 
list would be beyond recording within the 
time permitted. I must, therefore, content 


myself with this brief expression of my 
gratitude and appreciation. 

Never in the history of our Bar has the 
Executive Committee and the Board of 
Governors met so many times as_ this 
year. These men, at their own expense, 
have given an unbelievable amount of time 
in your representation, and the lawyers of 
Florida are indebted to them for their 
service so ably and conscientiously dis- 
charged. 

To all of the busy lawyers over the state 
who have served on the committees, in- 
cluding the Grievance Committees, standing 
and special, Bar counsel and Referees, go 
our sincere thanks for their devotion of 
time and effort and their contribution to 
the steady progress in the undertakings of 
the Bar. 

By now, the extraordinary talents of 
our Executive Director are known to you 
all, but as one who has been his constant 
companion in the affairs of the Bar over 
endless hours, I believe I am in a position 
to properly say that no one individual in 
a limited time has done so much to bring 
to our Bar the recognition that it now en- 
joys among all of the organized bars of this 
nation. 

To my successor and my friend of many 
years, Baya M. Harrison, Jr., I shall shortly 
turn over the responsibilities of this office. 
I am confident that under his capable lead- 
ership constant advancement of our pro- 
fession toward our goals will be maintained. 
I wish for him and know he will have the 
support and cooperation from our mem- 
bership which I have had the privilege 
to enjoy. From the bottom of my heart, I 
can only say that I am grateful and I thank 
you all. 


The administration of justice is a composite rather than an individual concept. 
It is a derivative of Christian ethics and with us has attained a significance that 
it has nowhere else on earth. It contemplates the righteous settlement of every 
controversy that arises affecting the life, liberty, or property of the individual. 
Lawyers and judges are stewards of the law provided for this purpose. When 
the law practice leads otherwise than to justice or to social and economic ad- 
justment, it may be generally traced to unfaithful stewardship. “Practice of the 
law” and “administration of justice” are used interchangeably in this opinion. 
When the “bar” or “members of the bar” is used, “judges” may be comprehended. 
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Convention Invocation 


We address this petition to the divine authority which 


is the source of all justice. 


Humility suggests that we be conscious of our limita- 
tions. Fidelity impels us to advocate the causes we believe 
to be right. Sincerity constrains us to concede the right 
of others to differ with us. Devotion to duty commands 
us to proceed unerringly to just and honorable conclusions 
and this, too, regardless of considerations based on material 


reward or popular acclaim. 


In expressing our gratitude for this food, those of us 
who are advocates of the causes of our clients and those 
of us who are privileged to be judges of their rights peti- 
tion that we may merit the benediction that was a blessing 


to the great Psalmist himself, when it was written: 


“For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; 


thou satest in the throne judging right.” Amen. 


by Mr. Justice Campbell Thornal 
May 4th, 1957 
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Annual Report of 


Florida Law School Deans 


HIGHLIGHT OF THE CONVENTION’S first as- 
A sembly was a series of reports by the 
Deans* of Florida law schools, Excerpts 
from them follow: 

DEAN HENRY A. FENN 


University of Florida 
President Lazonby suggested over the 


telephone that this report be limited to a 
few minutes. I shall try to comply. In doing 
so, I will have to leave out the details 
which I feel are important and yet can be 
covered only by a rather detailed explana- 
tion. 

My report seems to me to be entirely ap- 
propriate, addressed to this group of Florida 
lawyers, in that it is a report of growth. 
I feel that the Law School at the University 
of Florida is keeping pace with the growth 
of the state. Certainly it is doing this in 
terms of additional enrollments. We have 
increased our enrollments twenty per cent 
in each of the last two years and I see 
no alternative to planning for an enroll- 
ment of from four hundred up. 

We have been running about three per 
cent of the university enrollment. The 
university enrollment could easily go to 
thirty thousand students, unless there is 
a change in the projected increase in en- 
rollment in higher education in Florida. 
That would mean nine hundred students 
as our share of the university enrollment. 

I sincerely hope that we are not going 
to get that high. On the other hand, I 
feel sure that we must plan on a student 
body of five hundred by the end of 1962 
at the latest — possibly earlier than that. 

To do that, we will either have to en- 
large our facilities tremendously or we will 
have to adopt rather stringent limitations 
on enrollment. 

I personally am quite opposed to limita- 
tion on enrollment except as I can satisfy 
*Excerpts from the Convention report by R. A. 
Rasco, Dean of the School of Law, University of 


Miami, will appear in a later issue of the Journal 
upon receipt from the Convention reporter. 
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myself and satisfy you and the people of 
the State of Florida that the men that we 
are not taking would not be creditible law- 
yers in the state. 

We are now investigating various tests 
to ascertain whether or not we can find 
such a correlation so that we can advise 
prospective students that their chances of 
success are very slight. 

So far we have not had any success; at 
least, the correlation is there but it is not 
of a sufficient correlation that I would be 
willing to say to a man, “You cannot come 
to the University of Florida because your 
chances of success here would be minimal.” 

Therefore, it seems to me that we must 
adopt a program of expansion — expansion 
in physical facilities, expansion in faculty, 
and expansion in library. 

Large steps have been taken in the cur- 
rent budget which is now before the Legisla- 
ture to accomplish this expansion. Equally 
large steps will have to be taken in the 
next Legislature. 

Last year I had to report in a somewhat 
gloomy fashion that we were losing mem- 
bers of our faculty because of inadequate 
salaries. I feel that if the budget is presently 
approved by the Legislature and the funds 
appropriated, we will not lose men to 
other southern law schools during the next 
biennium. We will then, for the first time 
since I have been in Florida, and I believe 
for a considerable period before that, be 
in a competitive position with other first- 
rate southern law schools. We will still 
be considerably behind the mid-western 
law schools. 

And there is the source of our difficul- 
ties, so far, in rating, although just recently 
one of our faculty members was invited 
to go to New York University. If we have 
te start competing salary-wise, in order to 
keep our faculty, with the eastern colleges 
and the private colleges, such as New York 
University and the University of Chicago, 
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I do not know what we can do, but I am 
sure that the minimum we must be able 
to do in order to maintain our faculty 
is to be able to compete with the mid- 
western schools salary-wise and that will be 
the next step in our growth—at least, the 
next request for assistance along that line. 

We are now faced with the decision in 
the physical plant of having probably to 
sectionalize into three sections in each of 
our courses in order to get them into the 
classrooms. That we now have. 

If we can obtain additional classrooms, 
which have been requested in our current 
budget, that will alleviate our position con- 
siderably, although only for a temporary 
two years, I would say. 

As I see it, we are going to have to 
expand our faculty about five to six men 
every biennium in order to keep pace 
with the increased enrollment. That seems 
to me to be the minimum. 

I am glad to be able to report that we 
have already made commitments to the 
end that there will be four additions to 
the faculty in the coming September. If 
the Legislature approves the budget which 
has been recommended to them we will 
be in a position to make one or two more 
additions in the coming year. 

This problem of growth is one that, of 
course, we are all faced with throughout 
the state. It is one that I think all of the 
lawyers of the state must be considering 
in terms of the legal education that is 
being offered in the state. 

It is, therefore, a very real pleasure and 
a very real help to have the Bar of this 
state, notably through Mr. Patterson’s 
Committee on Legal Education and Pro- 
fessional Standards and the Board of Gover- 
nors and the Bar itself taking the interest 
that they are taking and giving the assist- 
ance that they are giving to legal education 
in this state. 

I move around to some extent among law 
schools in other states and every time I 
return from another state—I was up at 
Wake Forest at the dedication of their 
building last Friday—I come back here 
and am glad to be back, not only because 
of our weather, not only because of the 
congenial surroundings, but because we 
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have down here in legal education the sup- 
port of the Bar of this state and the interest 
of the Bar of this state which I have found 
nowhere else. 

For that, on behalf of the College of Law 
at the University of Florida, we are most 
grateful and I sincerely hope that we will 
be able to do our share in the future, as I 
know you will do yours, to continue the 
development of legal education in this 
state. 


DEAN THOMAS MILLER JENKINS 
Florida A. & M. University 

Last year, as I recall, we had some time 
to spend, because of certain things that 
were going on, and so this year I brought 
two or three speeches to make, depending 
on the amount of time that would be 
available. 

I now find that the new President — soon 
to be the old President —is so strict with 
regard to this matter of time that I will 
have to discard all of my speeeches and 
make one up at this time. 

1 should like to say, first of all, that it 
is a real pleasure for me to have this oppor- 
tunity to say thank you to the members 
of The Florida Bar. I was thinking, when 
Dean Fenn was talking about opportuni- 
ties that I had had, not in terms of traveling 
to other places but of having people come 
into the State of Florida. 

In December I invited five other deans 
from schools constructed along the lines 
of the one of which I am the dean, and 
all they could tell me while they were 
here and after they left was that they only 
wished that there was some opportunity 
for them to have the type of cooperation 
that my faculty and I have from The 
Florida Bar. 

So I do want to thank you most sincerely 
for that. 

I want to say to you—maybe I should 
have said it last year—that we have a 
sort of unique situation, not one that comes 
readily to mind but another type. We 
have students coming to us who are very 
ill-prepared, and I think I said to Mr. Pat- 
terson’s committee at one time that we are 
working with the rawest of raw materials, 
and that presents a real problem. 
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We have said that we are not concerned — 
and we are not—about politics or about deci- 
sions. We are concerned only about doing 
a good job in our particular institution. That 
means that we do not have time to take 
thirty or forty years to grow or, let us say, 
to take thirty or forty years to develop. We 
have a job to do right now. There are peo- 
ple who want to go to law school who must 
be prepared and who must be put in the 
field. 

We have all sorts of handicaps in that 
there are not a large number of people 
who are trained in the law and who are 
available that we might hire. 


I think I have said to some of you on 
other occasions that there are only about 
twenty-seven Negroes in the United States 
who are holders of LL.M. degrees. We 
have six of those persons at Florida A & 
M University. 

There are only two Negroes in the 
United States who have the S. J. D. degree, 
and we have one of those persons at Florida 
A & M University. 


So, we too, Dean Fenn, might find our- 
selves losing some of our men to other 
schools similarly situated for the reason 
that at the present time with respect to 
these six schools we are number four in 
terms of salary, so certainly some of our 
men might be thinking of leaving. 


I might say to you that you have some 
good men, excluding myself, at the Florida 
A & M University College of Law, not 
just in terms of degrees but in terms of 
what they have produced. 


We have men this year who have had 
articles printed in the Alabama Lawyer, 
which I would say was some type of dis- 
tinction, in the Nebraska Law Review, the 
Yale Law Journal, and several other publica- 
tions of similar stature. 


Not very long ago one professor on our 
staff and I had the opportunity of receiving 
a letter from a publisher saying that two 
volumes prepared with respect to legal 
history as it involves a certain ethnic group 
have been accepted for publication. So 
I assume that we are trying to give you a 


pretty good law school in the State of 
Florida. 
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We have certainly had outstanding men 
come to our campus at one time or another, 
if not for our businessmen’s lecture series, 
certainly for our citizenship lecture series 
or one of our institutes. I hope that some 
of you have received our programs so 
that you know that we have tried to bring 
into the state some of the very best men 
we could get, including, of course, from 
the State of Georgia, Dean Hepburn from 
Emory University. 

On my way over here today, I wrote a 
little jingle (I am a jingle writer) which 
I am going to read to you in closing. 

The Florida Bar is the best in the land, 

You have really treated FAMU. grand. 

There isn’t another Bar in this whole 
wide world 

That can so selflessly the arm of assist- 
ance unfurl. 

You have given of your time to make 
our programs the best, 

You have shared knowledge that has 
enabled our students to complete 
favorably with the rest. 

We truly appreciate your kindness and 
your evident good will 

Your desire to help us develop every 
fundamental skill. 

The Sunshine state trail leads onward 
each and every day 

Because the gentlemen (I had forgot- 
ten about the ladies) of the Florida 
Bar so ably lead the way. 

We thank you for your guidance and 
the inspiration you supplied. 

If we don’t make it, it will not be be- 
cause you haven’t tried. 

Thank you very very much, ladies and 
gentlemen. 


DEAN H. L. SEBRING 

Stetson University Law School 
Your president has told me that I am 
obliged to tell you in five minutes about 
the fifty-seven years of accomplishments 
of the Stetson College of Law, and that 
would be a large order indeed if it were 
not for the fact that I see in this audience 
so many distinguished lawyers and judges 

who are products of that institution. 
As most of you know, the Stetson Col- 
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Notice of Change in By-Laws 


Under Article VII of the Integration Rule of The Florida Bar, By-Laws, 
not inconsistent with the Rule, may be adopted, amended, altered or repealed 
by the Board of Governors. All such By-Laws, amendments, alterations or 
repeals shall be promptly published in The Florida Bar Journal. The action 
of the Board of Governors in this respect may be the subject of a petition for 
review to be filed in the Supreme Court within thirty days after this publica- 
tion. The petition shall be signed by at least twenty-five active members of 
The Florida Bar. The Supreme Court may consider the petition for review 
in such manner as it deems proper and may approve, modify or disapprove the 
action under review. 

At its meeting in Lakeland on 11 April 1957, the Board of Governors, by 
motion duly seconded and carried, approved the following change in Rule 6 
under the Rules of Disciplinary Procedure contained in Article XI of the By- 
Laws of the Florida Bar (to be found at page 141 of the Official ROSTER 


AND DIRECTORY): 


Circuit Grievance Committee. 


The new material is italicized above. 


6. Complaining Witness May be Advised or Represented. Upon request, 
the complaining witness may be advised by the Executive Director, or the 
chairman or secretary of the appropriate committee, of the status of a 
preliminary investigation or formal proceeding. Further, subject to the 
discretion of the Circuit Grievance Committee, the complaining witness 
may be accompanied by counsel while testifying before Circuit Grievance 
Committees, and the complaining witness shall have the right to be present 
in person or by counsel while the accused attorney testifies before said 


lege of Law, which I call Florida’s oldest, 
yet in a sense Florida’s newest law school, 
operated for more than half a century on 
the main Stetson University campus at 
DeLand. 

To widen the scope of its opportunities 
and activities, the university in 1954 re- 
established its law school on its own 
separate campus at St. Petersburg. I think 
that without doubt the decision to move 
the law school to St. Petersburg has been 
a wise one, for whereas in its last year of 
operation at DeLand it had a little more 
than sixty students in its student body, en- 
rolled mostly from the local area, it has 
at the present time at St. Petersburg an en- 
rollment of 149 students who have taken 
their undergraduate work in fifty-seven 
universities and colleges from twenty-six 
different states. 
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Already for next year we have inquiries 
from prospective students who are com- 
pleting their undergraduate work in colleges 
and universities in thirty-eight different 
states. 

Those of you who have been to our 
campus in St. Petersburg know something 
about what we have there. The buildings 
which the College of Law now occupies 
are adapted from an early type of Spanish 
architecture. They are built around a great 
central plaza in which there are fountains 
erected in colorful old tile brought from 
Spain. 

The principal buildings are connected by 
covered arcades or cloistered ways after 
the plans of ancient monasteries. 

Each of the student bedrooms or faculty 
suites has its own connecting bath. 

But enough of this chamber of commerce 
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approach. I want to tell you what we have 
done since we have been there, in the 
three short years since the original oc- 
cupancy of the buildings. 

An ambitious building program has been 
underway. A modern swimming pool has 
been put into operation on the campus 
for the private use of faculty and students. 

A large, well-ventilated classroom, 30 by 
60, has been added to the original facilities, 
and under the active sponsorship of dis- 
tinguished lawyers and laymen, many of 
whom are in this audience today, sufficient 
money has been raised through voluntary 
gifts to start a modern, air-conditioned 
library, large enough to house more than 
75,000 volumes and to provide study space 
for 175 students. 

In keeping with the program of the Bar, 
the College at the present time has a 
modest but well-established institutes pro- 
gram underway. This has attracted to the 
campus to participate in the program many 
distinguished figures in the legal and busi- 
ness world, not only from Florida but 
from the nation at large. 

I think perhaps one of the finest institutes 
that could ever have been held anywhere 
was held on the campus of the college 
not too long ago under the active sponsor- 
ship and direction of the Insurance Com- 
mittee of The Florida Bar. 

We have had there this year workshops 
on how to examine abstracts of title and 
how to close loans sponsored by the Law- 
yers’ Title Guaranty Fund. 


This summer we are proud to say that 
Stetson has been selected by the Junior 
Bar as the site for its annual week work- 
shop that is put on for young lawyers 
who have just passed The Florida Bar. 


And perhaps our most outstanding am- 
bition in this field has been realized, 
amazingly enough, from non-credit forums 
that we have put on for businessmen in 
the fields of labor relations, tax laws, real 
estate laws and the like, not for the pur- 
pose of making lawyers out of laymen but 
for the purpose of bringing home to them 
some of the problems of the current eco- 
nomic and social problems today and in fur- 
therance of the old policy of the Chinese 
that the way to keep a person well is to 
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discuss your health matters with your phy- 
sician prior to the time you get ill. 

In February, for example, we had a labor 
relations forum on the campus for business- 
men sponsored by the Florida Trade and 
Industrial Council. 

In March we had the second forum on 
the campus, sponsored by the Manufac- 
turers’ Association of Pinellas County. 

Twice last month a forum of the same 
nature was held at Fort Lauderdale under 
the sponsorship of the Broward Builders’ 
Exchange. 

Next month there is going to be such 
a forum held at Palm Beach sponsored by 
the Associated General Contractors of 
America, West Coast Chapter; and in the 
fall a similar forum will be held in Jack- 
sonville sponsored by the Associated In- 
dustries of Florida. 

As I say, next year we plan to expand 
the program into other fields. 

Hand in hand with this program of 
attempting to bring what we have to offer 
to the businessmen is our program that we 
conduct with our students. We are very 
proud to say that, through the help and 
sponsorship of the St. Petersburg Legal 
Aid Society, we have a very thriving legal 
aid activity going on in the student body. 

We have an Inns of Court luncheon pro- 
gram each month, also conducted by the 
students, to which we bring outstanding 
people to speak and to tell us not only 
how the law is stated in the law books 
but how it actually operates in the busi- 
ness and professional worlds. 


We have been fortunate through the fine 
cooperation of St. Petersburg, Tampa and 


Bar Examinations 


In Giles J. Patterson’s article, “Legal 
Education and Professional Responsibili- 
ties,” in the April, 1957, Journal reference 
was made to recommendations resulting 
from a conference between law school 
deans and the Florida Board of Bar Ex- 
aminers. Since the meeting two of the rec- 
ommendations have been put into effect: 
the number of questions to be asked on 
examination reduced by approximately one- 
third; all questions related to a group of 
“basic” or “‘core’’ subjects. The recommen- 
dation concerning the possibility of re- 
ducing the time allowed for an examina- 
tion from three to two days is still under 
consideration for future years and has not 
yet been adopted. 
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James W. Mahoney of Jacksonville. at left, was 
named Chairman-elect of the Real Property, Probate 
and Trust Law Section at its annual convention 
luncheon. He is shown here receiving congratula- 
tions from outgoing Chairman Parks Carmichael of 


Gainesville. 


Clearwater lawyers to place many of our 
students in their offices to work on a part 
time basis in legal briefing and doing that 
sort of work. 

There are other things that I could 
tell you that we are attempting to do 
there, all of which we think are in the 
spirit and within the plan that The Florida 
Bar has mapped out for closer cooperation 
between the law student on the one hand 
and the profession on the other. 

We stress all of these activities—that I 
could tell you about if I had the time—and 
encourage our students to participate in 
them. We do this because in common with 
the great Arthur Vanderbilt, a fine personal 
friend of mine through the years, we think 
that the development of a law student into 
a lawyer should be something more than 
a mere by-product of legal education. 

Consequently, we insist that our students 
spend a great deal of time on learning 
“know-how” as well as “know-why.” 

Our short experience in this type of 
program has convinced us that this can 
be done effectively without the slightest 
sacrifice of scholarship or the slightest 
lowering of academic standards. 

None of the few advances we believe 
we have made in the past few years could 
have been possible at all without the 
generous help and assistance of the Bench 
and Bar of this state and of our sister law 
schools in the state. In our efforts to en- 
large and renovate our campus, Florida 
lewyers from every law school in the land 
have responded most generously. 
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In respect to our administrative and 
academic problems, Dean Fenn, Dean Rasco, 
and Dean Jenkins have generously made 
their vast stores of knowledge and ex- 
perience in the field of legal education 
available to the administrative head of Stet- 
son College of Law, who makes no pretense 
of knowing anything about formal legal 
education except that theoretically it should 
be so designed and conducted as to turn 
out thoroughly educated, well-grounded 
law students. 

In conclusion I want to thank them and 
to thank you, ladies and gentlemen, public- 
ly for the warm, generous, unstinted sup- 
port you have given us in the past. While 
we still have many problems to solve, not 
the least of which is the problem of how 
to administer an adequate program with 
an inadequate income, we confidently be- 
lieve that if by what we are trying to 
do we can merit the aid, cooperation and 
confidence of the Florida Bench and Bar, 
who have already given so liberally of 
their time and talent in the establishment 
of our program, the Stetson University 
College of Law will be well on the way to 
earning for itself in due time a rightful 
niche in legal education circles. 


“But above all a lawyer will find his high- 
est honor in a deserved reputation for fi- 
delity to private trust and to public duty, 
as an honest man and as a patriotic and 
loyal citizen.” 


(From Canon 32) 
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1957 Convention Address On 


Judicial Roadblocks 


IRST AND foremost let me say that the 
F integrity and efficiency of the judicial 
process is the primary essential in a demo- 
cratic society. The confidence of the people 
that justice is being done through the judi- 
cial process is a principal requisite for a 
free government. The public entrusts the 
legal profession with this sacred mission. 
Beyond doubt the inefficient operation of 
the court system may actually result in a 
denial of justice regardless of how con- 
scientious the judge and counsel may be. 
More and more people are demanding — as 
indeed is their right — that justice not only 
be dispensed impartially and fairly but 
that judicial administration embody mod- 
ernized techniques making for less waste 
of time, money, and manpower. 

Today it is not difficult in Florida to 
account for the heightened interest on the 
part of the people in the improvement of 
the judicial process. This interest is the re- 
sult of The Florida Bar's recognition of one 
of the cardinal objectives of the courts, 
namely, that the public must be convinced 
that justice is served by the courts and its 
officers, including the lawyers. I know 
not whose idea it was that sparked the 
legislation creating the Judicial Council of 
Florida, but I daresay it originated in some 
advocate’s fertile brain. It revealed great 
insight into a dilemma in which the pro- 
fession and the courts have put themselves. 
And, it projected great foresight into its 
solution. It tore away the legalistic veil that 
has separated the profession from laymen. 
It will do much to dissipate the Macklinian 
approach that “law is a sort of hocus-pocus 
science that smiles in your face while pick- 
ing your pocket.” Yours was in legal lore a 
revolutionary approach. Instead of waiting 
for the people to force reform — as has been 
done through the centuries— you enlisted 
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their support. It was Beecher who said 
that lawyers “bury men when dead” but 
“embalm the dead body of law” keeping 
it for centuries in full view for the pur- 
pose of worship and continued adherence. 
But he did not know the Florida lawyer. 

You petitioned, and your legislature pro- 
vided, that a majority of this Council should 
be laymen. A most exceptional body — 
clearly sui generis in this field. The wisdom 
of the selection is now fully adjudicated by 
the adoption of the judiciary amendments 
to your Constitution just six months ago 
the day after tomorrow. For this vote of 
confidence — over 76% they say — you must 
not only feel humbly proud but determined 
that it shall not have been misplaced. Truly 
it may be that the reason for Shakespeare’s 
advocacy of “first let’s kill all the lawyers” 
was because the lawyers asked for it. In- 
stead, you have taken the first step to pre- 
vent it. As a distinguished Virginia jurist 
once put it, “The defects of our system... 
must be remedied not by the judiciary (nor 
the lawyers) alone but by the sovereign 
people as well.” I congratulate the people 
of Florida and its forward looking Bar on 
the accomplishment of its first step in 
judicial reform. 

You are now standing on the very thres- 
hold of the first stage of administrative 
improvement. Less than sixty days hence 
your new District Courts of Appeal will be- 
come a reality. The Governor will have 
staffed them with capable appointees — the 
basic consideration for obtaining justice. 
I say that because the administration of 
the laws is more important than the making 
of them and justice is no better than the 
judges who expound it. As your Judicial 
Council so ably put it, “the very stability 
of our government...depends in much 
part upon the respect of the people for 
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those who hold and keep in balance the 
scales of justice...upon having in judicial 
posts men and women of the highest ob- 
tainable character, ability and professional 
standing.” By the first of July the salaries 
of the judges of this important appellate 
addition to your system will have been 
set and others in the judiciary adjusted. 
The Governor will find—as did I when 
Attorney General of the United States — 
that the compensation paid judges will play 
a large part in the caliber of the men ob- 
tainable. They say that many choose but 
few are chosen. It was my experience that 
when I chose lawyers for the bench many 
of them would choose not to give up 
lucrative practices to take on the judicial 
robes. I learned the hard way that govern- 
ment must compete with private practice. 
To do so successfully it must offer com- 
pensation sufficiently high that will attract 
those of real ability. I learned, too, that a 
successful career service must have its in- 
ception in the younger years of one’s pro- 
fessional life. Government must offer com- 
pensation and other benefits that will rea- 
sonably assure those entering its service of 
their ability to meet necessary personal, 
family, and official requirements. Only last 
year nine states realizing that government 
too gets just what it pays for and nothing 
more, made substantial increases in judicial 
salaries. Pennsylvania increased its pay for 
Supreme Court justices by $5,000 per an- 
num to a total salary of $30,000. Arizona 
with a population of slightly less than a 
million people raised theirs to $15,000 per 
annum. 

By July you should also have new rules 
promulgated by your Supreme Court and 
applicable, at least by that time, to the new 
District Courts of Appeals. These will, in 
all likelihood, be geared to the efficient 
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The first Texan to be appointed to the Supreme Court, Justice Clark 
was nominated to succeed Justice Murphy as an Associate Justice in 
1945. He received his LL.B. degree from the University of Texas and 
served with the Department of Justice from 1937 until 1945 when he 


management of the heavy work load trans- 
ferred to those courts by your Supreme 
Court. Experience in this regard has shown 
that though your highest court worked 
long and diligently it was impossible for it 
to keep current with the heavy docket. 
With a work load four times as great as 
the average high state tribunal this could 
be expected. And yours is a distinguished 
court headed by the venerable Chief Justice 
Terrell who meets the highest test, namely, 
being held in the greatest respect by his 
fellow lawyers and benchmen. It has been 
my privilege to serve in the Judicial Ad- 
ministration Section of the American Bar 
with your able Associate Justice Elwyn 
Thomas, who was most helpful to me not 
only in that work but otherwise. Like- 
wise Associate Justices E. Harris Drew, 
B. K. Roberts, Campbell Thornal, Stephen 
C. O’Connell, and Frank Hobson need no 
gilding—they too are known over the 
country for their professional acumen. 
Judges are but the mirrors of the Bar 
and in your court you have a reflection of 
which you may be rightly proud. 

The Florida Supreme Court now faces 
a great challenge. Under § 3 of the court 
revision amendment it has the duty to 
govern the practice and procedure “in all 
courts.” Moreover, pursuant to rules to be 
promulgated by the court, the Chief Jus- 
tice is “vested with...authority temporari- 
ly to assign” judges where needed in the 
judicial system. The goal that you hope 
to reach is to make the administration 
of justice “more economical, more expedi- 
tious and more simple—hence more ac- 
curate.” The accomplishment of this goal 
depends not so much upon the magnificence 
of its design but directly upon the fore- 
sight, capacity, and courage of this, the 
first court and Chief Justice to administer 
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it These things that you have done and 
which we have been discussing are said to 
be but the first step. But I am hopeful that 
it will prove to be a big one taken in 
stride. The power to govern practice and 
procedure is a broad one and should be 
used to its limits so that many reforms may 
be effected without further delay. While I 
have made no study of the history of your 
amendment, it stands to reason that the 
people intended the Supreme Court to take 
the reins and govern the judicial procedure 
of the state. This I hope it will do. There 
are precedents for the job. New Jersey 
and Delaware have built closely knit sys- 
tems on little more constitutional authority. 
Of course techniques proven helpful there 
are not in all cases adaptable to your 
situation. Your beloved Chief Justice must 
fashion withing the yardstick of the court 
a unified and simplified court administration 
that fits the needs of this jurisdiction. In 
this he must have not only the cooperation 
of the courts but of the lawyers. As John 
D. Randall, former Chairman of American 
Bar’s House of Delegates, said: “A further 
important responsibility of the lawyer is 
with respect to the reform and improve- 
ment of the law...This is a must... it is 
clear that it is the lawyer who has both 
the best chance to know when the law is 
working badly and the special confidence 
and ability to put it in order.” His failure 
to interest himself in it,” says Mr. Randall, 
“lies...in a desire to retain the comfortable 
fit of accustomed ways....” Two great 
Chief Justices gave another reason for the 
apathy of the lawyers. It is commercialism. 
Over thirty years ago Chief Justice Taft 
complained, “The whole tendency of the 
last twenty-five years in the profession, as 
in all society, has been toward commercial- 
ism.” And a few years later Chief Justice 
Stone added: “Commercialism has made the 
learned profession of an earlier day the 
obsequious servant of business ...Candor 
would compel even those of us who have 
the most abiding faith in our profession to 
admit that in our time the Bar has not main- 
tained its traditional position... More and 
more the lawyer looks for his reward to 
the material benefits that too often obscure 
his larger vision....” I have still another 
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reason. We lawyers just procrastinate; we 
delay. Delay is the graveyard of reform 
and for many a most potent weapon. But 
ic is the counsel of defeat. Florida’s lawyer 
must not countenance that. The court must 
have an administrative committee of as 
hardheaded, experience lawyers as can be 
found in your Bar. With them must be 
associated topnotch business efficiency ex- 
perts to advise and counsel as well as give 
the needed lay approach. This group must 
assist in clothing the structure that the 
people have provided through the amend- 
ments. This can be done with much study 
and planning. You have already been work- 
ing with the Institute of Judicial Admini- 
tration which I am sure you have found 
most helpful in the field. Through it you 
can obtain much “know-how.” However, 
the problems, as I have said, are peculiar 
to your jurisdiction and in the final analy- 
sis can be solved only by you. It will 
take much time from professional duties, 
it will mean sacrifice but its compensations 
will be an efficient court administration — 
a lasting and living monument not only 
to your Bar but to the whole state. 


The business of the courts is big busi- 
ness —its product is litigation. In volume 
ir has increased tremendously. Take your 
own Dade County, for example. During the 
past six years the number of cases docketed 
in your Eleventh Judicial Circuit Court has 
increased some forty per cent. Law actions 
have more than doubled while chancery 
proceedings, excluding divorce, are up 
almost sixty per cent. Divorce suits alone 
make up two-thirds of the chancery pro- 
ceedings reaching a new high of almost 
6,500 for 1956. The low was 5,757 cases in 
1951. I understand that the backlog of 
pending cases is steadily increasing. As to 
actions at law, the time between joining 
of issue and trial was six months a year 
ago, while today it is eight months, a one- 
third increase. There are no statistics avail- 
able on the equity side. Apparently you 
have separate law and equity dockets, al- 
though most states have long since abandon- 
ed that distinction. Perhaps yours is more 
of form than substance, but still each of 
your 14 divisions is autonomous, with 
separate calendars in each division. In ac- 
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Charles B. Kniskern, Jr., Miami, new Chairman of 
the Tax Section, presents proposed charter of the 
special Liaison Tax Committee of the Southeastern 
Region for approval of the Board of Governors at 


their Convention session. 


tuality you have here in this circuit 14 
separate Circuit Courts. Other states in 
like situations have combined all judicial 
power in a court of general jurisdiction and 
have installed a central calendar control. 
Perhaps without even a statuory change you 
could do the latter. Moreover, you have 
no statistics on just how the 14 divisions 
of the Circuit Court stand. Obviously one 
cannot run a business without knowing the 
simple facts of its operation. Perhaps justice 
is blind but the administration of it must 
be all seeing. How can you expect the 
Chief Justice to supervise when he does 
not have the facts? The first requisite is to 
gather, compile, and interpret statistics 
concerning the product of the courts — 
its litigation. How many cases are there — 
what type are they — what court are they 
in—how long have they been there —is 
the total time to effectuate termination 
up or down, etc. How can this be done? 
It appears possible under a new administra- 
tive rule or under the auspices of the Coun- 
cil, which seems to possess the necessary 
statutory authority. On the efficiency and 
thoroughness of this job rests the success of 
the entire project. The Chief Justice can- 
not know where to assign a judge unless 
he knows where a judge is needed. Like- 
wise the administrative procedures that are 
to be used vary as to the condition of the 
dockets. Moreover, this study should in- 
clude the gathering of information as to the 
use of pre-trial techniques such as discovery 
and conference procedures, master calendars 
in congested areas with divisions for non- 
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jury, jury, criminal and civil cases, motions, 
and settlements. All of this must be the re- 
sult of a great degree of cooperation be- 
tween judges as well as lawyers. The aim, 
to use a phrase of Chief Justice Vanderbilt, 
should be “directness, simplicity and flexi- 
bility in the highest degree consistent with 
the full preservation of individual rights 
.+.to prune away outmoded technicalities 
and to set up a businesslike administration 
for the entire judicial system.” 

I can see that there are some of you who 
are thinking, “Well, things are different in 
Florida.” And that may be true to some 
extent, but the fact is that the situation 
can not improve; it can only worsen. Your 
population is growing at a rapid pace and 
in a few years will in all probability double. 
Florida sunshine and the Miami moon 
seem to have a Pied Piper effect on peo- 
ples throughout the country. More popu- 
lation means more litigation. If you start 
earnestly now you can take care of it for 
the future times to come. If you do not, I 
predict your dockets before long will be 
in arrears as badly as some of our brothers 
of the North and East. How can you pre- 
vent this? Simply by applying business 
management principles to court admin- 
istration. As Chief Justice Vinson once said, 
“{ am convinced...that many judges and 
legislators have failed to realize that the 
administration of the courts is a business, and 
that effective judicial administration requires 
the establishment of businesslike methods.” 
We must abandon the archaic system of au- 
tonomous divisions of courts and substitute 
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BREAKFAST, EVERYONE? 


The traditional Florida Bar Breakfast for Florida registrants at 
the ABA Convention has been set for 8 a.m., Monday, July 15, 
1957, in Hotel Ambassador, New York City. The Ambassador is 
near Convention Headquarters (Waldorf-Astoria) and has of- 
fered the best breakfast arrangements, service- and cost-wise. 
Total cost (tips and gratuities included) is $4.25. Space is lim- 
ited and advance financial guarantee is required by the hotel. 
Tickets must be sold in advance. Reservation must be made by 
name(s) in advance with correct return address(es) to permit 
prompt mailing of tickets. Send check and information on regis- 
trations now to Harold B. Wahl, Chairman, Committee for the 


Florida Breakfast, P. O. Box 1259, Jacksonville 1, Florida. 


an integrated system operated on a business- 
like basis under rules of the Supreme Court 
and supervised by the Chief Justice; we 
must gather and interpret statistics as to 
pending cases, make rules for calendar 
control and the use of pre-trial techniques; 
we must empower judges to grant all re- 
lief legal or equitable, that justice may re- 
quire; we must simplify pleading and, after 
issue, allow broad discovery and_ before 
trial require pre-trial conferences to settle 
factual and legal issues, stipulate facts where 
possible, and mark exhibits. By doing this 
we will have done much to render justice 
equal under law. 

Among you of the bench and bar I note 
this heightened interest in judicial admin- 
istration with deep satisfaction. You are 
taking full cognizance of the charge that 
law is just a fishing expedition with the 
lawyers only the baiters while the litigants 
are the fish. And what’s more you are 
doing something about it. In fact, lawyers 
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everywhere are on the march. The Attor- 
ney General of the United States has 
created a distinguished committee on judi- 
cial administration headed by Deputy At- 
torney General Rogers. We of the Judicial 
Administration Section of the American 
Bar are busy formulating a national pro- 
gram. Many states are actively working on 
their own problems of reform. There is 
much hard and arduous work to be done 
in nearly every jurisdiction. But the re- 
wards are great—the obtaining of the 
right and just result upon the merits in every 
case. It is in this spirit that I bespeak your 
study and support of the reform now 
in progress in your judicial structure. In 
the words of Daniel Webster, who only 
this week was signally honored as one of 
the five of the United States Senate’s 
great, “Justice, sirs, is the great interest 
of man on earth.” Yours is the opportunity 
to bring fruition to this, man’s greatest 
quest. 
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Junior Bar Section President J. Rex Farrior. Jr.. 
of Tampa concluded his term of office at the 
Convention. Here, at the Editor's request, he 
reports on several substantial accomplish- 
ments of the Section during his administration. 
Farrior also served ex officio as a member of 
the Board of Governors. 


Annual Junior Bar Activities 


I have genuinely enjoyed serving you as 
President of your Junior Bar. Your friend- 
ships and your unselfish help have meant 
much to me this past year. 

You may be interested in a brief sum- 
mary of your Junior Bar’s accomplishments, 
the more important being: 

Practical Legal Education 

Chairman Roy Rhodes and nine Junior 
Bar “professors” put on a splendid week- 
long institute designed to teach new law- 
yers the things they can’t learn from the 
law books. Warmly praised by about 
seventy neophyte barristers. 

Legal Check-Up 

Brand new idea in Florida. Your clients 
now see their doctors for a regular medi- 
cal checkup of their physical bodies as a 
preventive. We'll propose a complete 
questionnaire for your clients covering 
every phase of their “legal” bodies to pre- 
vent legal ailments. Joel Wells is doing a 
wonderful job. 


Traffic Courts Committee 

Jim Camp is State Chairman for the 
Florida phase of this national program to 
improve the standards of our traffic courts 
and/or municipal courts, and acquaint the 
laymen with their workings. 
Award of Merit 


Frank Hall and Tom Barkdull will 
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compile and edit the Florida Junior Bar’s 
entry in the national competition for the 
country’s best Junior Bar. We think we 
have a good chance for first place. 
Jenkins-Keogh Bill 

Al Cone and Jim Davis are helping your 
tax problems by assisting the nationwide 
lawyer’s drive to pass this bill. 
Minimum Fee Schedule 

Marshall Criser accomplished much in 
modernizing the schedules until he became 
ensnared in the bonds of matrimony April 
2/. 


Board of Governors 

Met five times this year — Hollywood 
Beach, West Palm, Gainesville, Jacksonville, 
and Miami. Thanks a lot to Rhodes, Ward, 
Handley, Friday, Warfield, Shivers, Leite, 
Butler, Austin, Santora, O'Neill, Green, 
Upchurch, Crouch, Becht, Wells, Grimes, 
Colson, Sweet, Anderson, Franklin, Cason, 
Smith, Logue, Camp and Foster. 
Interplanetary Relations 

We have our lighter moments. “Deacon” 
Raleigh Green exerted inspiring leadership. 

I think we’ve had a fine year. Warmest 
thanks for this wonderful experience. 


J. REX FARRIOR, JR. 
President 
Junior Bar Section 
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Opinion 


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 
JANUARY TERM, A. D. 1957 
EN BANC 


THE STATE OF FLORIDA sia 

ex rel. THE FLORIDA BAR, née 
Complainant, 

vs. 

WILLIAM B. GRIFFITH, a 


Respondent. * * 


Opinion filed May 22, 1957 


CASE NO. 28,436 


Original Jurisdiction — Complaint from The Florida Bar 
A. T. Cooper, Jr., for The Florida Bar, Complainant 
Baynard, Baynard & McLeod and Leonard W. Cooperman, for Respondent 


PER CURIAM 
This is a petition to review a judg- 
ment and recommendation of the Board 
of Governors of The Florida Bar in The 
State of Florida ex rel. The Florida Bar, 
vs. William B. Griffith, the charge against 
Griffith being that of unprofessional con- 
duct, prosecuted pursuant to Article Eleven 
of the Integration Rule of The Florida 
Bar. The pertinent part of the recommenda- 
tions of the Board of Governors is as 
follows: 
“1. The Board of Governors recom- 
mends that the Respondent, William B. 
Griffith, be suspended from the practice 
of law for a period of one year. 
“2. The Relator further recommends 
that, should the Respondent make resti- 
tution to the complainant, Johnye E. 
Stotts, of the rebates received by the 
Respondent from Dr. Irwin Leinbach 
and Lars Peterson, said one year’s suspen- 
sion be withheld, and the Respondent 
placed on probation for a period of two 
years commencing on the date when 
proof of said restitution is filed in the 
Supreme Court of Florida. 
“Dated this 21 day of January, 1957.” 
The petition and return of respondent 
were filed in this court March 11, 1957. 
April 15, 1957, respondent, by counsel, ad- 
vised the court that he did not desire 
the cause to be set for oral argument but 
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would submit it for final disposition on the 
record. Petitioner further advised the court 
that “he is willing to abide by recommen- 
dation of the Board of Governors of The 
Florida Bar but he desires that the terms 
of probation be clearly defined.” 

We have examined the record and find 
the judgment below to be free from error. 
The respondent is, therefore, suspended 
from the practice of law for the period of 
one year. If he makes restitution of the 
rebates received from Dr. Irwin Leinbach 
and Lars Peterson, in a sum agreed on by 
counsel for both sides, such suspension may 
be withheld and respondent placed on 
probation for a period of two years from 
the date restitution was made and_ proof 
thereof sworn to and presented to this 
court. If respondent makes restitution and 
goes on probation, then he shall make 
report of his conduct with proof thereof 
to the Senior Judge of the Circuit Court of 
his circuit on the first Monday of each 
quarter during the period of his probation. 
Copy of said reports shall be promptly filed 
with the clerk of this court under oath of 
respondent. 

DONE AND ORDERED at Tallahassee, 
Florida, this 22nd day of May, A. D. 1957. 

TERRELL, C. J.. THOMAS, HOBSON, 
ROBERTS, DREW, THORNAL & O”- 
CONNELL, JJ., CONCUR 
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Report 


Public Relations Committee 


The first meeting of the Public Relations 
Committee of The Florida Bar was held 
in Winter Park on July 7, 1956, for the 
purpose of determining the policies to be 
followed and the projects to be undertaken 
by the Committee during the year. 

The Committee, in prior years, through 
the able leadership of Don Carroll and 
others, had prepared a huge volume of 
pamphlets and literature, all of which was 
extremely valuable. At the Winter Park 
meeting, it was decided that the Committee 
would not devote any .appreciable portion 
cf its efforts to preparing additional material 
but would attempt to revise a small portion 
cf the existing literature and to find ways 
and means to more effectively distribute the 
material that was available. 

The Committee concluded that it would 
encounter two major obstacles in distribut- 
ing public relations material, especially pam- 
phlets. These obstacles being: 

a. The necessity of having the complete 
cooperation of the local voluntary bar 
associations in distributing the pam- 
phlets through local organizations, 

b. Because of the limited budget of the 
Public Relations Committee of The 
Florida Bar, there was not sufficient 
money available to cover the cost of 
printing any appreciable quantities of 
material. 

To overcome the latter obstacle, the Com- 
mittee adopted a policy of supplying pam- 
phlets to any organization which would 
distribute the same upon payment to The 
Florida Bar of the cost of printing the 
pamphlets. The Committee believed that 
the pamphlets were of value to the organiza- 
tion that would distribute the same and that 
these organizations would be willing to pay 
the small cost of printing. To overcome 
the first obstacle, the Committee determined 
to put on a compaign to solicit and en- 
courage the local bar associations to find 
organizations within their areas which 
would distribute the pamphlets locally. 

After a thorough discussion, it was also 
concluded by the Committee that, in order 
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to have an effective public relations program 
throughout the state of Florida, it is abso- 
lately necessary that the local voluntary bar 
associations carry out public relations pro- 
grams within their areas and that The Flor- 
ida Bar, as such, could not effectively put 
on such local public relations programs. It 
was, therefore, decided that not only would 
The Florida Bar attempt to encourage the 
local associations to distribute pamphlets but 
would, at the same time, exert a concerted 
effort to encourage the associations to put 
en local public relations programs and that 
the Public Relations Committee of The 
Florida Bar would prepare itself so that 
it could actively and effectively assist the 
local associations in putting on such pro- 
grams. 

In order to assist the local associations 
in putting on public relations programs, sub- 
committees were created, which sub-com- 
mittees were composed of members familiar 
with various phases of public relations work. 
The purpose of these sub-committees was 
to advise and actively assist any local bar 
association in putting on any particular 
phase of a public relations program. 

In order to encourage the local associa- 
tions in putting on public relations programs 
and distributing pamphlets, the Committee 
liad representatives at all meetings of the 
Council of Bar Presidents throughout the 
year, at which time the representatives gave 
a talk to the Council, exhibited the material 
which was available and attempted to in- 
terest the Presidents of the local associations 
in carrying out public relations programs. 
In addition, the Committee furnished speak- 
ers at meetings of various local bar associa- 
tions in an effort to exhibit the material 
available and encourage them in putting on 
local public relations programs. 

Throughout the year, the Committee dis- 
cussed and considered the advisability of 
attempting to organize a Speakers Bureau 
to be operated by The Florida Bar for the 
purpose of furnishing speakers on appro- 
priate subjects to statewide meetings of large 
groups and organizations. For various rea- 
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New members of the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar are shown here 
with President Baya M. Harrison, Jr., at their meeting held on the final day 
of the Convention. Standing (l. to r.) Reginald L. Williams, Miami; President 
Harrison; Joe J. Harrell, Pensacola; Richard T. Earle, Jr., St. Petersburg. Seated 
(l. to r.) Heskin A. Whittaker, Orlando: Herbert F. Darby. Lake City: Ralph C. 
Dell, Tampa, and Donn Gregory, also of Tampa. 


sons, the Committee was unable to effectuate 
this program; but it was the belief of the 
Committee that such a program, if properly 
conducted and supervised, would materially 
better the public relations between The Flor- 
ida Bar and the general public. 
Recommendations 

1. The Public Relations Committee of 
The Florida Bar should exert every effort 
within its power to encourage the local 
voluntary bar associations to carry out local 
public relations programs, and The Florida 
Bar should not attempt to carry out any 
public relations programs on a local basis. 

2. The Florida Bar increase its admin- 
istrative personnel so that the Public Rela- 
tions Committee can confine its activities 
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primarily to the determination of policy and 
so that the administrative work of the Com- 
mittee can primarily be performed by the 
administrative officers of the Florida Bar. 
The volume of correspondence and litera- 
ture relative to public relations is almost in- 
conceivable, and it is practically impossible 
for a member of the Bar to practice law, 
read all of the literature, evaluate the same, 
and promptly answer all of the correspond- 
ence. 

3. The Public Relations Committee give 
serious study to the advisability of creating 
a Speakers Bureau to furnish speakers on 
appropriate subjects to statewide meetings 
of large groups and organizations. 

RICHARD T. EARLE, JR., Chairman 
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An Analysis Of 


Dower in Florida 


Dower Generally 


OWER is one of the most ancient in- 

stitutions in the English common law. 
Its origin is obscure and not known with 
certainty. Blackstone observed that it was 
probably the relic of a Danish custom. It 
was present in the English law even in 
Anglo-Saxon times, and as early as 1641 
Lord Bacon, in his Commentaries, remarked 
“that it was then the common byword in 
the law that the law favored three things: 
(1) life, (2) liberty, and (3) dower.” It is 
certain that from those early times to the 
present day dower has always been highly 
esteemed in the law. In the case of Moore 
vs. Price, 123 So. 768, the Supreme Court of 
Florida commented: “The object of the an- 
cient right of dower was to furnish means 
and sustenance for the wife, and for the 
nurture and education of the younger chil- 
dren after the death of the husband and 
father. The courts have ever been vigilant 
and astute in preserving dower.” 

What is dower? In common law, dower, 
strictly speaking, means the legal right or 
interest which the wife acquires by marriage 
in the real estate of her husband. It con- 
sisted of the use, during her natural life 
after the death of her husband, of one-third 
of all the real estate of which her husband 
was beneficially seized, at any time during 
the marriage, by a title such as might pass 
by inheritance to the children of the mar- 
riage. In Florida dower is a creature of 
statute and presumes a valid lawful marriage. 
It becomes vested on death of the husband 
when the wife survives. Florida being a 
common-law state, the common law prevails 
as to dower except where modified by 
statutory provisions. The statutes now in 
force relating to dower make reference to 
the common law in determining the rights 
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of the surviving widow a rare occasion. 

We noted above that dower presumes a 
lawful marriage and, therefore, the law of 
dower and other property rights apply to 
common law and ceremonial marriages alike 
in Florida. 

Dower In Florida 

Dower is not a contractual right. It is 
an interest which the law casts upon the 
widow. Its existence and incidence are, 
therefore, determined by the law of the 
state in which the real property of the hus- 
band is situate and not by that of the place 
of the marriage or the domicile of the par- 
ties at the time of the death of the husband. 

The right of the widow to dower in her 
deceased husband’s estate is determined by 
the laws in existence at the time of the hus- 
band’s death and not by virtue of the laws 
in existence at the time of the marriage. 
The dower right of the wife at the time of 
the marriage is a contingent right which 
becomes consummate or vested by the hus- 
band’s death. Therefore, the Legislature has 
full right to enact laws changing the dower 
status of a wife in her husband’s property 
during their lifetime but has no right to 
enact a law affecting the dower interest of 
the widow in her husband’s estate subse- 
quent to his death and before the appor- 
tionment of dower. 

Jurisdiction 

Statutes relating to the dower rights of a 
widow in this state are found in the Probate 
Law. The County Judge’s court has full 
jurisdiction to determine and award dower. 
In the recent case of Johnson vs. Hayes, 
52 So. 2d., 109, the Court said: “The County 
Judge has jurisdiction to set aside dower. 
Section 17, Article 5, Florida Constitution, 
F.S.A., Section 733.11. In re Warner’s Es- 
tate, 35 So. 2d., 296, and other citations.” 
Therefore, it is to the statutes in the Probate 
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Laws of Florida and to the County Judge’s 
Court that application should be made for 
the award, setting off and judgment of 
dower. This is true, not only in the estates 
of decedents, but also on extraordinary pe- 
titions for assignment of dower in cases 
where the deceased husband had conveyed 
realty during his lifetime without the join- 
der and consent of the surviving wife. 


Extent of Dower In Florida 


As we noted a few moments ago in the 
common law, dower consisted of the use 
during her natural life after the death of 
her husband of one-third of all the real 
estate of which her husband was beneficially 
seized. This common law doctrine of dower 
has now been changed by statute in every 
state of the Union. Dower has been abol- 
ished in many states and, in fact, it has been 
abolished in England. With few exceptions, 
where dower has been abolished other sta- 
tutory rights have been given the widow 
in the estate of her deceased husband, and 
where the designation of dower has been 
retained, it has been modified and changed 
so that the laws relating to the rights of 
the widow in the deceased husband’s estate 
are different in almost every state in the 
Union. 

In Florida, by statute the widow is given 
dower in realty and in personalty as follows: 

“Dower shall be one-third part in fee 
simple of the real property which was 
owned by her husband at the time of 
his death, or which he had before con- 
veyed, whereof she had not relinquished 
her right of dower as provided by law, 
and one-third part absolutely of the 
personal property owned by her hus- 
band at the time of his death, and in all 
cases the widow’s dower shall be free 
from liability for all debts of the de- 
cedent and all costs, charges and ex- 
penses of administration; provided, that 
nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued as impairing the validity of the 
lien of any duly recorded mortgage or 
the lien of any person in possession of 
personal property.” 

The homestead of the decedent is not 
subject to dower but shall descend as other- 
wise provided by law for the descent of 
homesteads. Notwithstanding the election 
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to take dower, the widow by law is never- 
theless entitled to a family allowance in 
addition to dower. In that regard, the 
Supreme Court of Florida in In Re Gilbert’s 
Estate, 36, So. 2d., 213, set forth a formula 
for computing dower where a family allow- 
ance had been previously allowed the wid- 
ow. The provision set forth is that the 
amount received by way of family allow- 
ance is first deducted from the gross estate 
and dower awarded upon the remainder. 


How Dower Is Obtained 


In order to take dower in the estate of 
her deceased husband in Florida, a widow 
must so elect by an instrument in writing, 
signed by her, and acknowledged or sworn 
to before an officer authorized to take ac- 
knowledgements or administer oaths, and 
this written election must be filed within 
nine months after the first publication of 
the notice to creditors in the office of the 
County Judge in whose court the estate of 
the decedent is being administered. I know 
of no provision in the law of this state 
whereby the time for filing the election to 
take dower can be extended, and it is my 
personal belief that probably the most need- 
ed legislation relating to our probate law 
in Florida is a proper provision for the 
extension of time in which to elect to take 
dower. Suppose a man dies leaving a widow 
and three children by a prior marriage. No 
will is located after a search of his personal 
papers, and the widow proceeds with the 
administration of her husband’s estate as if 
he had died intestate. She causes a notice 
to creditors to be published, and the ad- 
ministration proceeds for a period exceeding 
nine months thereafter. The widow, being 
perfectly willing to share with the three 
children by prior marriage according to the 
laws of descent and distribution, has not 
elected to take dower. At this time, how- 
ever, a business associate of the deceased 
come forward and produces a valid Last 
Will and Testament found among the rec- 
ords and papers of the business, and this 
Last Will and Testament executed after 
the marriage, leaves everything in the de- 
cedent’s estate to the three children, 
excluding the widow entirely. I ask 
you very frankly, should not this widow 
be entitled to her dower although by the 
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This article by Dade County Judge Frank B. Dowling of Miami on 
Dower in Florida fills a need for material on that subject often cited 
by Florida lawyers. A recent article by Judge Dowling entitled, 
“The Use and Danger of Duplicate Original Wills.” appeared in the 


Journal last November. 


law of this state it seems that she would 
be barred? Take the case where an alleged 
creditor files a claim against the estate, say 
for $50,000, and the estate does not amount 
to much more than that, and this claim is 
objected to and suit is brought upon it in a 
court of competent jurisdiction, and the 
suit upon the claim drags out beyond nine 
months after the publication of the first 
notice to creditors. How can the widow 
intelligently elect to take dower when she 
has no way of knowing whether the assets 
of the estate will be depreciated to the ex- 
tent of the $50,000 claim upon the final 
determination of that law suit? We may be 
confronted by a situation where the de- 
ceased husband has left a Last Will and 
Testament leaving everything to the widow, 
and the three children by prior marriage 
are contesting the validity of the Will, 
alleging undue influence or lack of testa- 
mentary capacity, and the Will contest goes 
on beyond the period of nine months of 
date of first publication to creditors, maybe 
on appeal to the Supreme Court of Florida. 
How can that widow intelligently elect to 
take under a will that is under contest when 
she has no way of knowing the final out- 
come of the litigation which obviously 
would materially affect her rights in the 
estate? I think it would be a simple matter 
and just that an act be urged in the next 
session of the Legislature providing some- 
what as follows: 

In order to take dower, a widow 
must so elect by an instrument in writ- 
ing, signed by her and acknowledged 
or sworn to by her before any officer 
authorized to take acknowledgements 
or to administer oaths, and filed in the 
office of the County Judge in whose 
court the estate of the deceased husband 
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is being administered. The election to 
take dower may be made and filed at 
any time within one month after the 
expiration of the time limit for the filing 
of claims; provided that if, at the ex- 
piration of such period for making 
election, a litigation is pending to test 
the validity or to determine the effect 
or construction of the will, or to de- 
termine the existence of issue surviving 
the deceased, or to determine any other 
matter of law or fact which would 
affect the amount of the share to be 
received by the widow, the right of 
such widow to file her election shall 
not be barred until the expiration of 
one month after the final determina- 
tion of the litigation. Where no ap- . 
peal is taken from the final judgment, 
order or decree making such final 
determination of said litigation, then in 
that event the election must be filed 
within 30 days after the final day for 
the taking of such appeal. That in the 
event an after discovered will of the 
decedent should be offered for probate, 
the widow may file her election to take 
dower and against the will at any time 
within 30 days after the admission of 
such after discovered will to probate 
or within 30 days after the conclusion 
of any litigation incident thereto as 
above provided on original probate; 
provided, however, that in the case of 
an after discovered will being admitted 
to probate, the dower of the widow 
shall not attach to any real or personal 
property of the decedent previously 
sold to a bona fide purchaser during 
the course of administration of the 
decedent’s estate or by any devisee, 
legatee or heir at law of the decedent 
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after lawful distribution thereof, but 
such right of dower in said real or 
personal property so sold shall be re- 
stricted to the proceeds of said sale. 

In my opinion, the reason the Legislature 
fixed the nine months’ period now provided 
for by law for the election to take dower 
was so that the widow would have an op- 
portunity to view the estate and see whether 
it was to her best interest to take dower 
or to take under the will, or by descent 
and distribution. To arbitrarily bar her 
after nine months from the date of the 
first publication of notice to creditors de- 
prives her of such an opportunity of in- 
telligent election and defeats the spirit of 
the law. It is interesting to note that where 
an extraordinary petition for assignment of 
dower is made to the Court to award dower 
of lands conveyed by the deceased husband 
during his lifetime in which the widow did 
not join, there is no time limit upon such 
an extraordinary petition. It is true, as we 
will note later in this discussion, that she 
may be barred for laches but there is no 
capricious or arbitrary time limit set on 
such application. 

An innovation in the State of Florida and 
found in only a few of the other states of 
the Union is the provision in our statutes 
which permits the guardian of an incom- 
petent widow to file an election on behalf 
of the widow to take dower. In such in- 
stances, the law provides that the County 
Judge shall grant or deny such election on 
the part of the guardian as the best interest 
of the widow may require. If our statute 
law ended at that point, I would be happy 
with it as I believe firmly that the object 
of the ancient right of dower was to furnish 
means and sustenance for the wife and that 
it was a personal right of the widow. How- 
ever, our statutes go further and we find in 
Section 731.35 provision that if the widow 
shall die prior to the expiration of the time 
allowed for the filing of her election to take 
dower, and shall not have filed such elec- 
tion, then the same may be filed within the 
time stated by any person who has a bene- 
ficial interest in the estate of such deceased 
widow, and that such election shall be 
granted or rejected by the County Judge 
as the best interest of the parties entitled 
to participate in the estate of the deceased 
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widow may require. I think this last pro- 
vision of the statute is unwise. It would 
appear that even a creditor of the widow 
might claim dower in her behalf after her 
death, and it certainly appears that some 
distant relative of the widow, no relation 
whatsoever to the deceased husband, can 
elect to take dower in her behalf after her 
death and receive one-third of the husband’s 
estate, real and personal, free of debt, cost 
of administration, or other charges, to the 
detriment of close next of kin of the de- 
ceased husband or his lawful creditors. If 
a right to elect to take dower in behalf of a 
deceased widow is to be given to anyone, 
then I feel that it should be restricted to 
the lineal descendent of that widow and 
not thrown open to creditors and collateral 
kin. When considering the right to elect 
on behalf of an incompetent wife, it will 
be well to consider and carefully analyze 
the right conferred under Section 745.23 
of the Guardianship Statutes as said Section 
now exists. The language of 745.23 as it 
relates to an incompetent wife is even 
broader in its scope than Section 731.35 
previously quoted. 

After the widow or someone in her behalf 
has filed a proper election to take dower, 
it is the duty of the personal representative 
of the estate to lay off and assign dower 
immediately. This is done by petition to 
the County Judge’s court and citation is 
served upon the widow and the heirs, de- 
visees, legatees, and distributees of the estate. 
If the personal representative fails to take 
such action, then the widow may file her 
petition for the laying off and assignment 
of dower and citation of her petition shall 
be made to the personal representative, the 
heirs, devisees, legatees and distributees of 
the estate. When this petition is filed, the 
right to dower as well as the admeasurement 
thereof shall be determined by the court. 
It is interesting to note that by law, upon 
the written demand of any interested party, 
filed 24 hours before the trial, the question 
of the right of dower shall be submitted tuo 
a jury of six persons for trial of the issue. 
This is the only case in probate law where 
an issue is triable by jury. If judgment be 
had that the widow is entitled to dower, the 
County Judge then appoints commissioners 
to allot and set off the widow’s dower, and 
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Perry W. Morton, (right) Washington, D. C., Assistant 
Attorney General, Department of Justice, spoke on 
“Uniform Title Standards” at the Friday luncheon 
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upon the return of the commissioners after 
notice, the County Judge shall enter a 
judgment of dower. The judgment vests 
in the widow a fee simple estate in the 
lands so awarded and the absolute owner- 
ship of the personal property allotted. In 
said judgment, it is also necessary that the 
County Judge shall award to the widow 
mesne profits from the date of the death of 
the decedent. Mesne profits are those aris- 
ing from the assets of the estate from the 
date of death of the decedent to the date 
of the judgment for dower. The widow 
shall be awarded one-third of the net profits 
so arising. As stated in the case of Hen- 
derson vs. Chaires, 17 So. 574, the complain- 
ant widow is entitled to one-third of the 
net rents, income, and profits arising there- 
from after deducting the annual taxes 
assessed thereon, and all amounts necessarily 
expended in keeping the premises in repair 
or in condition to command rents. It would, 
therefore, appear that charges by way of 
taxes, repairs, maintenance, superintendency, 
insurance or any lawful overhead charge 
is properly deductible from the gross profits 
before awarding the widow her mesne 
profits, which should consist of one-third of 
the net income. The County Judge has 
the jurisdiction to assign dower in all prop- 
erty, real or personal, located in any county 
in the State of Florida, but before such 
judgment shall become effective in any 
other county, a duly certified copy thereof 
must be recorded in such other county in 
the judgment lien record. Since the passage 
of Section 28.221, Laws of Florida 1953, it 
would appear that the judgment of dower 
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will become effective in any other county 
by having the same recorded in the “Official 
Records” of the clerk of the circuit court 
of such county and the recording of such 
judgment in the Official Record will have 
the same force and effect as if recorded in 
the judgment lien record specified in the 
dower statute. 

In awarding its judgment of dower, the 
County Judge’s court must award dower in 
one-third of the realty and one-third of the 
personalty owned by the decedent at the 
time of his death. The County Judge is 
not permitted to award dower wholly in 
realty or wholly in personalty when the 
estate consists of both realty and personalty. 
In the case of In Re Ginsburg Estate, 50 So. 
2d. 539, the Supreme Court said that the 
method of admeasurement provided by the 
statute must be followed. In that case, the 
court had awarded dower entirely from the 
personal estate at the request of the wife. 
The Supreme Court reversed the judgment 
for dower, saying that it is a fundamental 
rule in statutory construction that the in- 
tention of the Lgeislature in the enactment 
of the statute should be ascertained and 
effectuated. The Legislative intent is the 
essence and vital force of a statutory en- 
actment. In the Ginsburg case, Justices 
Terrell and Adams dissented. But the pres- 
ent pronouncement of the Supreme Court 
of Florida would indicate that as nearly as 
possible the award must be made, both from 
realty and personalty. 

A practical approach in many instances 
to the award of dower and to the extent 
of award in realty and personalty is now 
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possible, for the enactment of the Legisla- 
ture of 1955, which becomes effective May 
30, 1955, provides that where the interested 
parties agree to the allotment of dower, or 
when the assets are of such value and such 
a nature that dower may be allotted without 
the appointment of commissioners, the 
County Judge may, in his discretion, dis- 
pense with such appointment and set off 
and allot dower. Therefore, under the pres- 
ent law where the parties are sui juris, they 
can agree among themselves on the award 
of dower and the court will honor that 
agreement. Should such an agreement not 
be had, the court of its own discretion can 
set off and allot the dower if the assets of 
the estate are of such value and of such 
a nature that the court can readily compute 
and award the dower. 


Dower In Mortgaged Property 

A question that has harrassed the Bench 
and Bar of Florida is the allocation of dower 
in mortgaged property. A husband may 
acquire property which is already encum- 
bered by a mortgage. A mortgage may be 
given to secure the purchase price of prop- 
erty. A mortgage may be given to secure 
the proceeds of a loan made to the hus- 
band during his lifetime. These and other 
mortgage situations must be considered in 
awarding dower to a widow where mort- 
gaged property is involved. At common 
law in England and in many of the states, 
a mortgage is deemed to be a conveyance 
of title to land subject to redemption by 
payment of the mortgage. In Florida and 
in many other states, in fact in most juris- 
dictions in the United States, a mortgage is 
regarded merely as a lien for securing a 
debt so that upon the execution of a mort- 
gage, the legal title remains with the mort- 
gagor. If a husband executes a mortgage 
on his property before marriage, or if dur- 
ing marriage he puchases property that is 
already encumbered by a mortgage, the 
wife’s inchoate dower will attach to such 
property as against all but the mortgagee 
and those claiming under him. If a husband 
executes a mortgage on his real property 
during coverture, his wife’s right of dower 
is, of course, superior to the claims of the 
mortgages unless she releases her inchoate 
right by joining in the mortgage. Even in 
this event, the wife is entitled to dower but 
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—her claim is subject to the right of the 
mortgagee. 

Where a husband buys realty during 
coverture and gives back to the vendor a 
purchase money mortgage by way of se- 
curity for the purchase price, the mortgage 
lien is superior to the wife’s dower whether 
or not she joins in the giving of the mort- 
gage. In those jurisdictions recognizing the 
validity of a vendor’s lien upon real prop- 
erty for the purchase price thereof, the 
vendor's lien is superior to the wife’s dower 
in the real property in question. Thus the 
wife’s dower is limited to the interest which 
the husband actually acquires. If fore- 
closure of a mortgage takes place during 
the husband’s lifetime, the husband’s equity 
in the property or the surplus after paying 
the cost of litigation and satisfying the 
principal and interest on the mortgage, is 
regarded as personal property with which 
the husband may deal independently of his 
wife as he can other personal property. 
In Florida, at his death, the widow has a 
right of dower in his personal property, 
tangible and intangible, the same as in 
realty. I think it is safe to say that in 
Florida, the wife’s dower in mortgaged 
property is limited to the interest which 
the husband actually acquires or is con- 
trolled by the status of the title at the time 
the marriage relationship commences. On 
mortgages given by the husband before 
marriage on his real property or property 
acquired already encumbered by a mort- 
gage, or property owned at time of death 
upon which a mortgage was given during 
the lifetime of the husband in which the 
wife joined, or upon property upon which 
a purchase money mortgage has been given 
or a vendor’s lien exists, the mortgage is 
superior to the claim of dower. 

It is ture that Section 731.34, Florida 
Statutes, providing for dower in realty and 
personalty provides that nothing therein 
contained shall be construed as impairing 
the validity of the lien of any duly re- 
corded mortgage or the lien of any person 
in possession of personal property, but in 
view of the decisions of the Supreme Court 
of Florida, that statement obviously cannot 
be taken literally. Certainly a duly recorded 
mortgage is a lien upon real property and 
upon personal property, and while the val- 
idity of the mortgage may not be impaired 
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by a claim for dower on the part of the 
surviving widow, yet if that mortgage was 
placed upon the real property or the per- 
sonal property during coverture and the 
wife did not join or otherwise consent, I 
feel sure that the claim for dower will be 
held to be superior to the rights of the 
mortgagee in and to the mortgaged prop- 
erty. As far as real estate is concerned, | 
know that all of you will agree with that 
statement without question. As far as per- 
sonal property is concerned, take the case of 
Murphy vs. Murphy, 170 So. 856, where the 
testator without his wife’s consent or join- 
der had mortgaged a yacht to a corporation 
as security for a debt to such corporation. 
The court held that when the yacht was 
sold during the course of administration, the 
proceeds from that sale was an asset in 
which the widow had a dowable interest, 
while the liability for the indebtedness se- 
cured by the mortgage fell entirely upon 
the decedent’s estate, and this was true not- 
withstanding the testator was the owner of 
all the outstanding stock of the corporation. 
The Murphy case has just recently been 
reaffirmed and approved. In the case of 
Clifford A. Paynes Estate, 83 So. 2d., 109, 
which will be discussed later, the same rule 
applied to a lien upon an intangible asset 
of the decedent. It would appear that the 
Supreme Court by its decisions has amended 
Section 731.34 to read that nothing in the 
dower statute will impair the validity of 
the lien of any duly recorded mortgage or 
the lien of any persons in possession of 
personal property, provided that the wife 
had joined in the mortgage or was a party 
to or otherwise gave her consent to the 
execution of the same or to the contract 
or agreement creating the lien upon in- 
tangibles. The economy of our state in 
years gone by was principally measured in 
real estate holdings but today we see a 
vastly different picture. With the rise of 
industrialism, we now find our economy in 
securities. Intangible assets are lodged in 
banks throughout the state pledged as loans 
for monies borrowed by the husband during 
his lifetime. Stock brokerage accounts exist 
everywhere in which the securities are re- 
tained by the broker pending full payment 
of all the amounts due the broker, the 
transaction being a pledge with the broker 
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in possession as pledgee. Chattel mortgages 
on boats, automobiles, farm equipment, and 
other tangible personal property are com- 
monplace. In all of these instances, there 
is grave doubt that the mortgagee or pledgee 
is protected against a claim of dower of 
the debtor’s widow unless she has actually 
joined in the chattel mortgages, the pledge 
contract or the agreements incident to the 
transaction or otherwise consented to it. 
The Cases of Henderson vs. Usher and 
In Re Payne’s Estate—Compared 
The case of Henderson vs. Usher, 170 So. 
846, decided by the Supreme Court of 
Florida September 21, 1936, presented the 
interesting question of whether or not 
dower would be allotted upon the full value 
of securities of the husband consisting of 
shares of stock valued at the time of his 
death in excess of $300,000, and for which 
he was indebted to the brokers in an amount 
of approximately $200,000 where the se- 
curities were retained by the broker to 
secure payment of the balance due for the 
purchase thereof. The widow claimed that 
the amount due was a debt of the decedent 
payable out of the general assets of the 
estate, and that she had the right of dower 
in the full value of the securities. At that 
time, the dower law of Florida read that 
the widow would have dower in “the per- 
sonal estate of which her husband died 
possessed.” The Supreme Court of Florida, 
in deciding the issue, said the widow has 
a right to have dower in the personal prop- 
erty of which the husband died possessed 
and such dower is not subject to any of the 
husband’s debts, that since under the brok- 
erage contract the stock was pledged with 
the broker to pay for advances, interest 
and commissions, the husband was not en- 
titled to possession of the stock until the 
debt was paid and, therefore, was entitled 
to dower in only the net value of brokerage 
account and not the full value of the 
securities. 
Later the law of dower was amended and 
the language of the statute was changed 
from dower in the personal property in 
which the husband died possessed, to read, 
“and one-third part absolutely of the per- 
sonal property owned by her husband at 
the time of his death.” 
On November 2, 1955, the Supreme Court 
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of Florida handed down its opinion in the 
matter of the estate of Clifford A. Payne, 
found in 83 So. 2d., 109. In this case, Payne 
was a partner in an insurance agency. He 
sold his interest in the agency partnership 
to his former partners and agreed to take 
a cash down payment and the balance of 
the purchase price thereof in monthly in- 
stallments. At the same time, he agreed 
that he was indebted to the agency or 
partnership in the amount of $12,500 and 
that during his lifetime he would pay the 
new partners $100 per month until the debt 
was satisfied, and further agreed that should 
he die before the debt was fully satisfied, 
the unpaid balance of his debt would be 
immediately due and payable and secured 
by a lien against the sums due him upon 
the purchase price of his interest in the 
partnership. His wife was not a party to 
the contract and did not join therein or 
otherwise consent thereto. Payne died two 
years later, and at the time of his death, 
there was due Payne upon the purchase of 
his partnership interest, $23,000. There was 
still owing by Payne to his partners on his 
old indebtedness a balance of $10,000. The 
widow of Payne claimed dower in the full 
indebtedness of $23,000, claiming that her 
dower was payable free from all liabilities 
for debts of the decedent. The Supreme 
Court of Florida held that she was en- 
titled to dower in the full sum of $23,000 
and that the general assets of the estate 
were liable for the payment of the de- 
cedent’s debt to the partners, of $10,000, 
and the widow’s dower was not affected 
thereby. It would seem that the decision 
in these two cases is conflicting, but the 
Supreme Court of Florida pointed out in 
the Payne decision that the decision in 
the case of Henderson vs. Usher had been 
reached under the plain statutory language 
that the widow should have dower in per- 
sonalty of which her husband died possessed, 
and that in the Henderson vs. Usher case 
the testator could not be said to be pos- 
sessed of the securities. The court pointed 
out that the statutory language which con- 
trolled the Henderson case has now been 
materially amended and now provides that 
the dower shall consist of one-third part 
absolutely of the personal property owned 
by her husband at the time of his death, and 
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that while it had been argued that no sub- 
stantial difference could be found by the 
terms “ownership” and “possession,” the 
court could not agree, that there was a 
substantial difference and that Payne owned 
the asset of a chosen action for $23,000 at 
the time of his death and that it would be 
unwise to rely upon the authority of Hen- 
derson vs. Usher under the present language 
of the statute in dealing with stock broker- 
age accounts, such as were dealt with in the 
Henderson vs. Usher case. Therefore, | 
think it may be reasonably said that where 
the wife has not joined in the transaction 
or consented to it otherwise, debt declared 
to be a lien on personalty will not be offset 
against a claim of dower in that personalty. 
Estoppel To Claim Dower In Lands Con- 
veyed By Husband During His Lifetime 
Wherein Wife Did Not Join 

As noted before during this discussion, 
our statute law now provides in Section 
733.11 (2) that the widow may file her 
extraordinary petition for assignment of 
dower in the County Judge’s court of any 
county or counties in this state where any 
lands lie which her husband had _ before 
conveyed, whereof she had not relinquished 
her right of dower as provided by law. 
That citations shall be served upon all per- 
sons adversely interested, and the proceed- 
ings thereupon shall be, as nearly as possible, 
similar to those for the ordinary assignment 
of dower. It was early noted in the case of 
Pingree vs. DeHaven, reported 105 So., 
Page 147, decided on June 17, 1925, that 
there was no specific statutory period in 
which a widow must assert her claim to 
dower in such an instance, although the 
claim for dower must be asserted in the 
manner provided by law in an estate pro- 
ceeding within nine months after the first 
publication of notice to creditors. In the 
Pingree vs. DeHaven case, the claim of the 
widow for dower was asserted 17 years 
after the right accrued. The court said, 
regardless of any statute of limitations, the 
lapse of an unreasonable length of time 
before commencing an action for the re- 
covery of dower will raise the presumption 
that the widow’s dower has been relin- 
quished or otherwise barred or cut off, or 
will constitute such laches as to bar relief 
in a court of equity. With reference to 
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the question of limitation on the right to 
claim dower, the Court offered these re- 
marks: 
“The writer (Justice Terrell) is of the 
opinion that the statute of limitations in 
this state has no application to dower, 
but it is directed to claims for debt and 
asserted titles to real estate. Dower is 
not classed under either of these heads, 
and the decided weight of authority is 
to the effect that, unless the statute is 
directed specifically to dower, it is not 
covered thereby. Holding this view, I 
think the English statute on the same 
subject, barring suits for dower unless 
brought within 20 years from the death 
of the husband, is applicable here.” 
Attention, however, is called to the case 
of Branch vs. Cole, 18 Florida 368, wherein 
the Supreme Court of Florida in consider- 
ing an application for dower and mesne 
profits held that a suit in equity claiming 
dower and mesne profits is not an action 
for the recovery of real property, and that 
such a claim for dower and mesne profits 
is “an action for relief not hereinbefore 
provided for,” and fell within the meaning 
of the statute of limitations of this state 
which provided that such an action must 
be commenced within four years after the 
cause of action accrued. I further call your 
attention to the fact that under Section 
95.11, Florida Statutes (4), the law now 
provides: “Actions other than those for the 
recovery of real property can only be 
commenced within four years for any ac- 
tion for relief not specifically provided for 
in this Chapter.” It would appear, therefore, 


that maybe the four-year limitation held to 
be a bar in the case of Branch vs. Cole in 
18 Florida could still be raised as a bar for 
a similar action under our present statute. 
This interesting subject reappeared just 
a few years ago in the case of Johnson vs. 
Hayes, reported in 52 So. 2d., at Page 109, 
decided by the Supreme Court of Florida 
on the 16th day of February, 1951, in which 
decision additional light was thrown upon 
the rights of a widow to claim dower in 
lands conveyed by her husband during his 
lifetime in which she had not joined. Mrs. 
Johnson was married to John L. Johnson 
in 1929. They separated about a year later 
and never lived together again. Johnson 
died in 1947, leaving a will devising all of 
his property and estate to his son by a for- 
mer marriage. During the years 1940 to 
1946, he sold off eight parcels of real prop- 
erty in Dade County, Florida, representing 
himself in each transaction and conveyance 
to be a single man, and, of course, his wife, 
Annie, did not join with him in any of the 
conveyances. After his death in 1947, his 
wife, Annie, appeared in the County Judge’s 
court in Dade County, Florida, and filed 
two documents. One was a claim to dower 
in the conveyed lands to which she had not 
released her dower. The other was her 
election to take a child’s part, in lieu of 
dower, in the property owned by the de- 
cedent at the time of his death. In July of 
that year, the widow and the decedent’s 
son entered into a property settlement agree- 
ment whereby they amicably disposed of 
the decedent’s estate between themselves 
and terminating the administration proceed- 


The object of a lawsuit is to get at the truth and arrive at the right result. 
That is the sole objective of the judge, and counsel should never lose sight 
of that objective in thinking that the end purpose is to win for his side. 
Counsel exclusively bent on winning may find that he and the umpire are 


not in the same game. 


David W. Peck, “The Complement of Court and Counsel,” The Record 


of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, Vol. 9, No. 6, 


June 1954, page 272, at 274. 
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ings which was accomplished in November. 
AFTER the discharge of the executor in 
November, 1948, the widow came back into 
the County Judge’s court in January, 1949, 
by extraordinary petition for assignment of 
dower in the eight parcels of land above 
mentioned, conveyed by Johnson during 
his lifetime and in which conveyance she 
had not joined. Process against the de- 
fendant was issued on January 7, 1949, and 
served. On motion to dismiss, the County 
Judge’s court of Dade County, Florida, dis- 
missed the extraordinary petition for assign- 
ment of dower with prejudice. No appeal 
was taken from that order. On April 20, 
1949, the widow, Annie Johnson, filed her 
proceedings in the Circuit Court in Chan- 
cery seeking the decree of that court award- 
ing her dower in the said lands. The Circuit 
Court dismissed the bill. On appeal to the 
Supreme Court, it was held that the decree 
of the Circuit Court should be affirmed, for 
that the County Judge’s court having juris- 
diction to award dower in the lands in 
question that the order of the county judge 
was res adjudicata and a bar to re-litigating 
the matter in the Circuit Court. The court 
further held that in the second place, equity 
would estop her from asserting the relief 
claimed after having waited until the estate 
had been closed and no claim could have 
been filed against the estate for breach of 
warranty, which her late husband made in 
purporting to convey an absolute fee simple 
title as a single man. Furthermore, the court 
said when the widow elected to take a 
child’s part in lieu of dower, she thereby 
expressly estopped herself from thereafter 
claiming any dower, whether in property 
owned by her late husband at the time of 
his death, or which had theretofore been 
conveyed by him during coverture without 
her joinder. I am able to agree with the 
decision of Mr. Justice Adams in the John- 
son vs. Hayes case insofar as it held that 
the question presented to the Circuit Court 
had been finally determined by the County 
Judge’s court and was res adjudicata. It 
would also appear reasonable that if a wid- 
ow elected to take a child’s part in lieu of 
dower, she would be bound by her election 
and that it would be only just that she 
not be heard later to assert a dower claim 
upon any portion of her husband’s estate 
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or property conveyed by him during his 
lifetime without her joinder. I wonder, 
however, if this decision in the Johnson vs. 
Hayes case is really intended as it appears 
to be, to constitute authority for a rule of 
law that where the husband’s estate has 
been administered according to law and is 
beyond the reach of a claimant for breach 
of warranty, the fact of administration cf 
the estate of the husband alone would be 
sufficient to bar the rights of a widow 
claiming dower in real property conveyed 
by the husband during his lifetime in which 
the widow had not joined. It is easy to con- 
ceive of a situation where an abandoned 
wife may become a widow by the death of 
her husband and his estate probated without 
her knowledge and the administration of 
his estate closed before she has knowledge 
of the conveyances made by him during his 
lifetime in which she had not joined. Could 
the rights of such a widow be barred simply 
because the estate of her husband had been 
completely administered without her know]- 
edge? I have before me in my office at 
this moment a case in which an insane wife, 
confined in a mental institution in another 
state, has made, through her legal guardian, 
an extraordinary petition for assignment of 
dower in lands conveyed by her husband 
during his lifetime in which she had not 
joined. His estate was administered in my 
court and the administration thereof has 
been completed and the administrator dis- 
charged. Is this insane wife to be deprived 
of her claim for dower in the property in 
question upon the sole showing that the 
estate of her husband has been administered 
and that the time for filing claims against 
it has expired? I have the feeling that such 
a decision would not be consistent with the 
oft stated theory that the courts have ever 
been vigilant and astute in preserving dower. 
Abatement of Legacies By Dower 

The dower of a widow in her husband’s 
estate where the widow elects to take dower 
has priority over any specific or general 
bequest contained in her husband’s will. 
Therefore, while the election of the widow 
to take dower does not affect the order of 
priority among other beneficiaries in the 
will and the rights of the other beneficiaries 
remain as though the widow had not elected 
to take dower, yet the election to take 
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dower will abate the devises and legacies 
of the will as follows: 

Residuary legacies will be consumed 
first, and if there are insufficient funds 
in the residual, the rules applicable to 
abatement of general and specific lega- 
cies, as provided by statute, will then 
apply. That portion of the estate of 
the decedent devised or bequeathed to 
the widow will stand to compensate or 
reimburse the legacies so abated. See 
Murphy vs. Murphy, 170 So., 856. 

Murder of Spouse 

It appears from the language of the Su- 
preme Court of Florida in the case of Hill 
vs. Morris, 85 So. 2d., 847, that a widow 
who has murdered her deceased husband 
would still be entitled to dower in his estate, 
for there it was said, “Even if statute declar- 
ing that if any person convicted of murder 
of a decedent shall not be entitled to in- 
herit from the decedent or to take any por- 
tion of his estate as a legatee or devise was 
not applicable to dower, and if common 
law was applicable, wife who killed her 
husband, whether wrongfully or by reason 
of insanity, did not forfeit her right to 
dower.” The court indicated by its lan- 
guage that if the statutory bar of inheritance 
was to be extended to dower, that such ex- 
tension of the bar was a matter for the 
Legislature and nor for the court. 

Divorce Decree On Appeal Does Not 

Abate On Death of Husband 

Where husband had obtained a decree of 
divorce in the Circuit Court against his 
wife and the wife had taken an appeal from 
that decree to the Supreme Court of Flori- 
da, and pending the determination of that 
appeal, the husband died, the question arose 
as to whether or not the issue became moot 
and whether the appeal should abate or be 
dismissed. The Supreme Court of Florida 
in the case of Busch vs. Busch, 62 So. 2d., 
Page 68, held that even though property 
rights between husband and wife had not 
been adjudicated by such a decree, the ap- 
peal would not abate or be subject to dis- 
missal because the inchoate right of dower 
of the wife was a substantial property right 
and the appeal must be heard and deter- 
mined in order that the property right of 
the widow could be disposed of. It is easy to 
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see that if the Supreme Court affirms the 
decision of the Circuit Court granting the 
decree of divorce, the widow will have no 
right of dower in her husband’s estate: but, 
on the other hand, should the cause be re- 
versed and the decree of divorce vacated 
and set aside, then the widow would have 
full right of dower in her deceased hus- 
band’s estate. 
Release Or Bar of Dower 

We have already discussed some ways in 
which a widow’s right to dower in her de- 
ceased husband’s estate may be barred or 
what action on her part might constitute 
a release. Generally speaking, the widow’s 
right to dower may be barred: 

(1) By a fair and just ante-nuptial agree- 
ment; 

(2) By fair and just post-nuptial agree- 

ment. 
With reference to these, it is interesting to 
note that before a wife may be prevented 
from dissenting to a will by an agreement 
made during her lifetime, it must be shown, 
not only that the consideration was adequate 
and that the entire transaction was fair and 
equitable from the wife’s point of view, but 
that it was freely and voluntarily entered 
into with competent advice, and with full 
knowledge of her interest in the estate, and 
its approximate value. See Tavel vs. Guerin, 
160 So. 665. And more important to you 
as attorneys, it is necessary that you keep 
in mind that the burden of making this 
showing rests upon the shoulders of the 
personal representative, and it is not in- 
cumbent upon the wife, in the first instance, 
to negative these elements. See Horney vs. 
Rhea, 12 So. 2d., 302. 

(3) By provision made by deed or by 
will and accepted by the wife after the 
death of her husband. 

(4) By failure to elect to take dower 
within nine months after first publication 
of notice to creditors. 

(5) By final decree foreclosing a vendor's 
lien or foreclosing a purchase money mort- 
gage. 

(6) By a mortgage to secure an indebted- 
ness signed by the husband and the wife 
and acknowledged as required by law. 

(7) By sale or transfer of personal prop- 
erty by the husband. 
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(8) By the wife’s willingly leaving her 
husband and committing adultry after she 
has left him. 

(9) By divorce. 

(10) By deed or release of dower made 
by the widow after the death of her hus- 
band for valuable consideration. 

(11) By Bill in Chancery to quiet-title 
against the claim of dower where husband 
and wife have been separated and have not 
lived together for a period of 30 years, and 
when, during that period of time, the hus- 
band as a single man has conveyed to an 
innocent purchaser the real estate in which 
his wife’s dower exists. 

(12) By deed made by the husband and 
joined in by the wife. 

(13) By condemnation proceedings the 
wife need not be made a party defendant. 

(14) By sheriff's sale made during the 
life of the husband. See 28 So. 2d., 164. 

(15) By the acknowledgment of an in- 
strument conveying or relinquishing dower 


by a married woman who is a member of 
the armed forces of the United States in 
the manner prescribed by Section 695.031 
of the Florida Statutes of 1955. (This was 
formerly F.S.A. 120.08). 

I want to assure you that this discussion 
is not intended to cover the entire field of 
the law of dower. We have merely touched 
upon the highlights of this interesting sub- 
ject of the law. New and perplexing prob- 
lems relating to the dower interest of the 
widow in her husband’s estate are constantly 
arising for determination by our courts. 
I believe that our general statute law re- 
lating to dower is sufficient to intelligently 
answer most of these problems. I do be- 
lieve that the law should be amended to 
extend the time for electing to take dower 
in certain cases, and if the result of this 
talk is to interest you in supporting and 
bringing about that one amendment to our 
probate laws, then I feel that my time will 
have been well spent. 
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FLORIDA ATTORNEYS 


Our Southeastern Office employs 98 attorneys in Florida, 
Georgia, North and South Carolina — 20 of this group are in 


At the present time we have an immediate need for three 


attorneys in Florida, and seven in the three other states. These 
men will begin their careers with State Farm as Claims Adjusters. 

We offer an interesting career, good salary, company car, 
expense account, and an excellent future with the company that 
insures more cars than any other company in the world. 

Benefits include Group Life Insurance, Cost-of-Living Bonus, 
Group Hospitalization-Surgical and Major Medical Program, an 
outstanding non-contributory Retirement Plan, Vacation with pay 
—and more! 

If you are between 25 and 35 years of age, in good health 
and possess a law degree, we would welcome your inquiry. 


STATE FARM 


(Go) 


Call or write today. 

Personnel Manager, Southeastern Office 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
6400 Atlantic Boulevard 

Jacksonville, Florida (Phone RAymond 4-6403) 
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Memorials 


The Committee on Memorials reports that since the last meeting of The Florida Bar 


the following members have departed this life: 


W. R. Aldrich, Gulfport 

R. B. Archibald, Jacksonville 

C. E. Armstrong, Ocala 

Gilbert Julian Balkin, Miami Beach 

H. Frost Bailey, Coral Gables 
Chandler Bamberg, Jasper 

J. F. Baya, Tarpon Springs 

Clifton D. Benson, Coral Gables 
Chauncey A. Boyer, Orlando 

F. S. Browne, Panama City 

W. F. Brown, Jr., Miami 

Sam Bucholtz, Jacksonville 

Noah B. Butt, Cocoa 

Major B. Byrd, Jacksonville 

Rayno Charles Caretti, Fort Lauderdale 
A. S. Clark, Sr., Melbourne 

Charles F. Coe, Palm Beach 

Rufus Cooper, Tampa 

W. B. Shelby Crichlow, Sarasota 
James Henry Cunningham, Miami 
William Walter Flournoy, DeFuniak Springs 
J. W. Frazier, Tampa 

N. Vernon Hawthorne, Miami 

Robert L. Hodges, Orlando 

William Armstrong Hunter, Gainesville 
Neill S. Jackson, DeLand 

J. Malcolm Johnson, Miami 

Ronald A. Julian, Lakeland 

W. L. Kimball, Sr., Bradenton 


Leo P. Kitchen, Jacksonville 

Jack R. Kirchik, Miami 

Warren C. Lee, Miami 

Hugh Lester, Fort Lauderdale — 
Thomas M. Linton, Fernandina Beach 
Alonzo B. McMullen, Tampa 
Herschel O. Moats, Orlande 
Humphrey Motley, Jacksonville 
John L. Nixon, Jacksonville 
Clarence B. Nuckols, Jr., Plant City 
J. E. Peacock, DeLand 

Charles E. Pelot, Jacksonville 
Charles Pratt Philips, Palatka 

Paul Pinkerton, Tampa 

Francis L. Poor, Jacksonville 
Joseph D. Pomeroy, Pensacola 

Paul Porter, Winter Haven 

Charles A. Powers, Sr., Jacksonville 
Williams T. Probasco, Coral Gables 
Kenneth F. Pughe, Coral Gables 
Davis W. Ramsey, Bristol 

James G. Sharon, Sr., Sanford 
Sidney Smith, Clermont 

Jefferson Davis Stephens, Marianna 
J. Henry Taylor, Jacksonville 

H. W. Wallace, Orlando 

John (J. R.) Weiss, Sebring 
George P. Wentworth, Jr., Pensacola 
Fred V. White, Jacksonville 


The professional attainments of these members are well known to their associates, 
clients and friends. They will be sadly missed in the profession. 
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EDWARD S. HEMPHILL, Chairman 
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UNITED INVESTIGATORS 
DETECTIVE AGENCY 


P. O. Box 1016, Bartow 
P. O. Box 709 Lakeland 
Ph. Bartow 3-8201 
Lakeland MU-82764 


SERVING CENTRAL FLORIDA 
A Quite Effective Service 


for every 


corporate 
service 


Delaware's favorable legal climate 
benefits corporations . . . and you! 


In this state, where there is no corporate in- 
come tax, and corporation laws (court-tested 
since 1899) are simple and stable, we’re in 
perfect position to py cr all corporate pro- 
ceedings. We have a highly-trained personnel, 
and a technical experience of more than 57 
years that has won satisfied clients all over 
the country. That’s why we can promise serv- 
ice that is sound, sure ... and fast! 


Corporation Service Company 


organizes, amends, merges corporations 

elects directors 

acts as resident agent 
dies foreign qualificat 

attends to all corporate proceedings 


For FREE booklet, “Digest of the Delaware Cor- 
poration Law”, and forms for organizing Delaware 
corporations, write or phone now to 


CORPORATION SERVICE COMPANY 


Delaware Trust Building, Wilmington, Del.,Phone OLympia 6-8305 


RECORD BOOK for LAWYERS | 


A complete system of record keeping forms de- 
signed specifically for the law office. Provides 
more efficient record keeping procedures; gives 
you an accurate check on costs; frees your mind 
of petty details; stops “profit-leaks” in your office 
routine. Adaptable to any practice — pays for 
itself in billings normally forgotten. 
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COLWELL PUBLISHING CO. 


240 UNIVERSITY AVE. CHAMPAIGN. ILLINOIS 
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IN 


FLORIDA'S 
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FLORIDA POWER 
CORPORATION 


Doane Farm, Ranch & Grove Management 


Appraisals — Operating Programs — Consultation 
The oldest & largest organization in the United States engaged in Farm Management, 
Appraising and Agricultural Research. 
Write or phone to Doane. 


DOANE AGRICULTURAL SERVICE, INC. 


P. O. Box 489, Phone 3-2431, Lake Wales, Florida 


LAW BRIEI FAST DEPENDABLE SERVICE $2.80 


PRINTERS 
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1108 Oak Street 
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E. L. MENDENHALL, INC. 
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Skids are less likely on COMCRETE 


The difference between a deadly skid and a safe, quick 
stop is often the pavement. You can stop faster, even in 
the rain, on concrete. That’s because concrete’s gritty 
surface gives your tires a firm, tight grip, wet or dry. 


Besides permitting better vehicle control, concrete 
makes nighttime driving safer too! Concrete’s light- 
colored surface reflects up to four times more light than 
dark colored pavements. You can see farther and have 
more time to slow down or stop to avoid danger. 


Concrete roads also are safer because they’re free from 
hazardous ruts, washboard wrinkles and raveled edges. 


It’s worth remembering that when the weather is 
rough you’re much safer on skid-resistant concrete. 


PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 
227 North Main St., Orlando, Florida 


A national organization to improve and extend the uses of portland 
cement and concrete through scientific research and engineering field work 


CONCRETE COOPERATES WITH. YOUR TIRES AND BRAKES 
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Good Night, Mr. Smith! 


Time was when there’d be a light burning in your office 
until all hours at night. And then you discovered 


FLORIDA JURISPRUDENCE 


—the cornerstone of a hard-working, time-saving Florida law 
library. Florida Jurisprudence quickly gives you complete, 
accurate answers to questions of Florida law. It is based on 
careful, analytical study of all Florida decisions, constitutional 


provisions and legislative enactments, including the new Rules 
of Civil Procedure. 


Florida Jurisprudence has all the service features modern 
lawyers demand, and its prepublication price and terms are well 
within your reach. Write either publisher today for full details. 
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They tell me that... 


ABA to Meet in Atlanta 

The 1958 mid-year meeting of 
American Bar Association will be 
next February in Atlanta, Georgia. 

This is the third time in the ABA’s 80- 
year history that the mid-year meeting has 
been held outside Chicago. The other occa- 
sions were in 1954, when the meeting place 
also was Atlanta, and in 1937 in Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Dates of the Atlanta sessions next year 
will be February 19 to 26. The plans are 
to hold a Southern state regional meeting 
starting February 19, to be followed by 
sessions of the Board of Governors and the 
annual meeting of The Fellows of the 
American Bar Foundation. Then, on 
February 24-25, will be held the meetings 
of the House of Delegates. 

The decision to meet in Atlanta followed 
a joint invitation from the Georgia Bar 
Association, the Atlanta Bar Association 
and the Lawyers Club of Atlanta. Members 
of the Board said the action reflected a 
widening of interest in the ABA pro- 
gram, and the desire on the part of Associa- 
tion officials to encourage participation in 
the meeting by as many lawyers as possible 
through dispersal of its activities. 

States to be embraced in the proposed 
Atlanta regional meeting have not yet been 
determined. 


the 
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“Law for Women” 

The short course of “Law for Women,” 
given last year by the Jacksonville Bar 
Association, was repeated recently with the 
cooperation of the Woman’s Club of South 
Jacksonville. The course ran for seven Mon- 
cay nights starting April 15. According to 
Chairman J. Donald Bruce of the Jackson- 
ville Bar’s subcommittee on Law for Wom- 
en, experts in the several phases of the course 
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delivered the lectures and a panel of lawyers 
was on hand each week to answer questions 
from the floor. Subjects covered were: 
Lawyers, the law, the courts and women, 
contracts; common business transactions; 
real estate purchases and sales; wills and 
estate planning; torts and family relation- 
ships. 
Honors 

Recently elected honorary members of 
Blue Key, the University of Florida’s hon- 
orary fraternity, are J. Lance. Lazonby, im- 
mediate past President of The Florida Bar, 
and Hollis Rinehart of Miami, member of 
the Board of Control. 


Appellate Court Staffs 

Qualified applicants for posts of clerks, 
marshals and research aides to staff the three 
new appellate courts in Florida may direct 
summaries of their qualifications to the Ju- 
dicial Council of Florida at the Supreme 
Court Building in Tallahassee. Applications 
should include a brief statement of educa- 
tion, other training and experience, general 
background and references. A small, recent 
photograph should accompany the state- 
ment. The Council is acting as clearing- 
house for applications as a service to the 
new District Courts which will need the 
additional personnel for service on July 1. 
All correspondence should be directed to 
the attention of the Council’s chairman, Jus- 
tice Stephen C. O’Connell. 


Legal Institute 

The Florida Bar’s first legal institute for 
1957-58 has been set for Pensacola, some 
time early in September of this year. The 
program tentatively is planned to present 
practical aspects of legal transactions, recent 
changes in Florida legislation, a legal ethics 
talk and a panel discussion of title standards. 
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Lawyer, manufacturer, grocer, 
contractor, salesman, or in some 
other line of private enterprise? 
Think the Government could do 
a better job than you’re doing? 


Or do you think the Govern- 
ment is best administering the 
affairs of government — not op- 
erating business? If this is your 
thinking, you’re backed by the 
tradition of free Americans who 
have built our great democracy. 


Let’s keep this tradition! 


ATTORNEY—many years active practice New York Bar, recently 
admitted The Florida Bar—extensive experience in real property, 
decedents’ estates, trusts and taxation. Seeks position or association 
with lawyer or firm in Dade, Broward or Palm Beach Counties. Reply 
Box R, The Florida Bar Journal. 


Attorney, Federal tax service and private practice, six years experi- 
ence, member The Florida Bar. Desires employment or association. 
Reply to Journal, Box W. 


Printing for Lawyers 


For 25 years Rose Printing Company has produced 
printing for Florida Lawyers. Our service is the 
best, our quality can’t be beat, our prices are right! 


Check your printing needs now. If your supply of 
stationery and forms is getting low, order from us. 


ROSE PRINTING COMPANY, INC. 


PHONE 2-0230 ° BOX 549 e 


TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 
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Associations and Partnerships 

Mark R. McGarry, Jr., and Joseph H. 
Chumbley announce the formation of a 
partnership with offices at 467 Second Ave- 
nue, North, in St. Petersburg. McGarry is 
a graduate of the University of Virginia and 
received his LL.B. from the University of 
Florida. Chumbley, also a graduate of the 
University of Virginia, received his law 
degree from Washington and Lee Univer- 
sity. 


Helliwell, DeWolf, Melrose & Sanderson 
announce the withdrawal of Thomas B. De- 
Wolf to accept appointment with the In- 
ternal Security Division of the Department 
of Justice and the removal of the firm offices 
to 600 Brickell Avenue in Miami under the 
name of Helliwell, Melrose & Sanderson. 


Samuel S. Smith, who recently became a 
member of the firm of Brannon, Brown, 
Smith and Norris, is a 1952 graduate of 
Cornell Law School. The other new mem- 
ber, John E. Norris, is a 1949 graduate of 
the University of Florida and formerly 
practiced law in Mayo. The firm will con- 
tinue to occupy its present offices in the 
State Exchange Bank Building in Lake City. 


Gerald W. Capley is now associated with 
Robbins and Cannova at 1939 Harrison 
Street in Hollywood. 


Walters, Moore & Costanzo announce that 
James F. Eckhart and Dan A. Hames have 
become associated with their firm in Suite 
1008 Ainsley Building, Miami. Eckhart is 
former counsel of the Military Operations 
Subcommittee, Government Operations 
Committee of the United States House of 
Representatives. 


Frank J. O’Connor, Alexander S. Gordon, 
Harold C. Greuel and Thomas Edison Lee 
announce their association under the firm 
name of O’Connor, Gordon, Breuel & Lee 
at 822 Alfred I. duPont Building in Miami. 
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Richard W. Bates, recently discharged 
from the service, is now associated with 
Gurney, McDonald and Handley in Or- 
lando. 


Mrs. Mildred S. Akerman and Frank B. 
Akerman have formed the partnership of 
Akerman and Akerman with offices at 201 
South East Second Street in Fort Lauder- 
dale. Mrs. Akerman was recently appointed 
a Special Assistant Attorney General to 
handle matters for the State Board of Beauty 
Culture and the State Massage Board in the 
Fort Lauderdale area. Mr. Akerman is serv- 
ing as an Assistant County Solicitor for 
Rroward County. 


William V. Gruman has resigned as Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Florida Constitution 
Advisory Commission and is associated with 
the Tampa firm of Coachman and Camp- 
bell in the Wallace S. Building. 


John G. Baker, Robert F. Lilley and John 
A. Baker announce the formation of a part- 
nership under the firm name of Baker, Lilley 
and Baker with offices at Suite 400, Met- 
calf Building, in Orlando. 


Nathan H. Wilson, formerly with the 
firm of Jennings, Watts, Clarke and Hamil- 
ton, has joined the Legal Department of 
Southern Bell Telephone & Telegraph 
Company in Atlanta, Georgia. 


Oscar W. Hudson, recently separated 
from the United States Air Force, is now 
a legal assistant in the Contracts Depart- 
ment of Convair, a division of General 
Dynamics Corporation in San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. 


Removals and New Offices 

Stetson graduate Robert E. Pierce, former- 
ly associated with Henry L. Pringle, has 
opened his own offices at 204 Cragor Build- 
ing in Leesburg. 


Lloyd Phillips announces the removal of 
his offices from the Davey-McMullen Build- 
ing to 311 South Missouri Avenue in Clear- 
water. 
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HANDY AS YOUR 
BRIEFCASE ... 


Put Hertz in your practice! Enjoy the flexibility of 
movement found by driving a new car, filled with gas 
and oil and properly insured, where you want it — 
when you want it. Hertz cars are private as your own 
and a carful can ride for the price of one! Telephone 
for rates . . . you'll be pleasantly surprised how little 


it costs to use a Hertz car for a day, a week or a 
month. 


For reservations in 
Tallahassee phone 
Municipal Airport 


2-1723 


SL 


LEGISLATORS 


Find a clipping service ex- 
tremely valuable in keeping 
an eye on public opinion in- 
volving important legislation. 


Send for FREE Circular 


FLORIDA CLIPPING SERVICE 
P.O. Box 10278, Tampa 9 


Legal Consulting Services 


BLACK LABORATORIES, 


Incorporated 


700 S. E. Third Street 
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 


Complete Investigations. 
Biological, Physical, and 
Chemical Sciences. 


EXPERT TESTIMONY 


TRAFFIC ACCIDENT ANALYST 


Traffic accident analysis and reconstruction — Expert testimony — Consultation 


Automotive Engineer, formerly with National Bureau of Standards 


CLARENCE S. BRUCE 


P. O. Box 1909 


Fort Myers, Fla. 


2 HANDWRITING EXPERT 


Examiner and 

Photographer 

of Questioned 
Documents 


Herman V. | 


FORMER FEDERAL AGENT 


Dennett 


Consultant on questioned Handwriting and Type- 
writing, Pens, Inks, Paper, Erasures, additions, 
falsifications, seals, stamps and questions of similar 
character Scientifically investigated. 

Special Document Photographs prepared to accom- 
pany Reports and for Court Demonstrations. Your 
inquiry solicited on all matters pertaining to Hand- 
writing in wills, contracts, anonymous writings, notes, 
deeds, books of account, election ballots, ete. Com- 
pletely equipped modern laboratory, including ultra- 
violet and infra-red ray apparatus. 


908-9 Olympia Building 
MIAMI 32, FLORIDA 
Office Phone—FR 9-4571 


Residence Phone—FR 3-7534 
Address—1345 S. W. 18th Street 


References of integrity and ability 
furnished upon request. 


364 


THE FLORIDA BAR JOURNAL 


SS 
| 
_ 
ae. 


| 
| 


They tell me that 


(continued ) 


John C. Manson, formerly with Daniel 
& Woodward, has moved his office to Per- 
rine Plaza, 417 12th Street, West, in Braden- 
ton. 


Howard A. Meyers and James A. Roden- 
berg announce the removal of their offices 
to 7630 Biscayne Blvd. in Miami. 


The firm of Brigham, Black, Niles, 
Wright & Dressler will be located at 846 
Brickell Avenue in Miami after July 15. 


Mervyn L. Ames announces the dissolu- 
tion of his partnership with Louis Falk and 
the removal of his offices to Eleven Fifty 
Building, 1150 S. W. First Street in Miami. 


Local Bar Association Officers 

Officers of the Society of the Bar of the 
First Judicial Circuit elected at a recent 
meeting are: President, Erwin Fleet of Fort 
Walton Beach; Vice-Presidents, A. G. Camp- 
bell, Jr., of Bonifay; William D. Barrow of 
Crestview, T. Franklin West of Milton, and 
Charles S. Coe of Pensacola; Secretary, 
Thurston A. Shell of Pensacola; and Treas- 
urer, William H. Anderson of Pensacola. 


Recently elected officers of the Eighth 
Judicial Circuit Bar Association are Presi- 
dent, Jack R. Lowry of Gainesville; Pres- 
ident-elect, Osee R. Fagan of Gainesville; 
and Directors, J. C. Adkins, Jr., of Gaines- 
ville, E. Covington Johnston of Gainesville, 
and Mack S. Futch of Starke. 


Ford Thompson has been elected Presi- 
dent of the Tallahassee Bar Association; 
Rivers Buford ,Jr., Vice-President; and 
Harry Mitchell, Secretary-Treasurer. 


New officers of the Bay County Bar 
Association are Bert Davenport, President; 
Charles Hilton, Vice-President; and William 
J. Mongoven, Secretary-Treasurer; all of 
Panama City. 


At its annual election of officers, North 
Dade County Bar Association elected the 
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following: Donald G. Miller of North 
Miami Beach, President; John J. Hunt of 
North Miami, Vice-President; and W. Barry 
Swope of Miami, Secretary. 


Horace D. Riegle of Daytona Beach was 
elected President of the Volusia County 
Bar Association at a recent meeting. Other 
officers elected to serve for the coming 
year are: First Vice-President, Melvin Or- 
finger of Daytona Beach; Second Vice-Pres- 
ident, Maurice Foster of DeLand; and Sec- 
retary, Max F. Massfeller of Daytona Beach. 
Executive Committee members are: Lee R. 
Freeman of New Smyrna Beach, J. Kermit 
Coble, W. J. Gardiner, Alfred E. Hawkins 
and Louis Ossinsky of Daytona Beach. 


Jobn R. Lindsey, formerly Vice-President 
of the Coral Gables Bar Association, has 
been elected President. Other officers are 
Clarence A. Riley, Vice-President; Robert 
M. Brake, Secretary; and Robert E. Roache, 
Treasurer. Past-President Joseph H. Mur- 
phy will serve as director with Benjamin 
W. Turner, C. H. McWilliams, Weyman 


Hickey, Robert W. Campbell and Francis 
J. McGee. 


New officers of the Lee County Bar 
Association are: President, Judge Archie 
Odom; Vice-President, Lloyd G. Hendry; 
and Secretary-Treasurer, Frank B. Watson, 
Jr; all of Fort Myers. 


WANTED: A used set of Flor- 
ida Statutes Annotated. Write, 
giving particulars to Gale K. 
Greene, 307 Van Skike Build- 
ing, Sarasota, Florida. 
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NOW U.S. SAVINGS BONDS 
PAY YOU HIGHER 
INTEREST— FASTER! 


If you’ve always bought U.S. Savings Bonds for their rock-ribbed safety, their guaran- 


teed return, the way they make saving easier—you’ve got one more reason now! 


Every Series E United States Savings Bond you've bought since February 1, 1957 pays 
you a new, higher interest-—3¥%4% when held to maturity! It reaches maturity faster—in 
only 8 years and 11 months. And redemption values are higher, too, especially in the 
earlier years. 


About your older Bonds? Easy. Just hold onto them. As you know, the rate of 
interest a Savings Bond pays increases with each year you own it, until maturity. 
Therefore, the best idea is to buy the new—and hold the old! 


The main thing about E Bonds, of course, is their complete safety. Principal and 
interest are fully guaranteed. They are loss-proof, fire-proof, theft-proof—because the 
Treasury will replace them without charge in case of mishap. Your Savings Bonds are 
as solid as a rock—backed by the full faith and credit of the United States. 


Maybe you already know about Savings Bonds—as one of the 40 million Americans 
who own them today, or as one of the other millions who have used Bond savings to 
help pay for new homes, cars, or college educations, or to make retirement financially 
easier. If so, this is familiar territory to you—you know there’s no better way to save. 


But if you’re new to the game, find out about Savings Bonds and what they can do 
for your future. Ask your banker, or check with your employer about the automatic 
~ Payroll Savings Plan that makes saving painless and easy. 


PART OF EVERY AMERICAN’S SAVINGS 
BELONGS IN U.S. SAVINGS BONDS 


The U.S. Government does not pay for this advertisement. It is donated by this publication in 
cooperation with the Advertising Council and the Magazine Publishers of America. 
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Canon 12. Appointees of the Judiciary and Their 
Compensation. 


Trustees, receivers, masters, referees, guardians and 
other persons appointed by a judge to aid in the ad- 
ministration of justice should have the strictest probity 
and impartiality and should be selected with a view 
solely to their character and fitness. The power of 
making such appointments should not be exercised by 
him for personal or partisan advantage. He should not 
permit his appointments to be controlled by others 
than himself. He should also avoid nepotism “and un- 
due favoritism in his appointments. 


While not hestitating to fix or approve just amounts, 
he should be most scrupulous i in granting or approving 
compensation for the services or charges of such ap- 
pointees to avoid excessive allowances, whether or not 
excepted to or complained of. He can not rid himself 
of this responsibility by the consent of counsel. 


(One of the Canons in the Code of Ethics adopted by 
the Supreme Court of Florida on January 27, 1941) 
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Volume In 1956 
During 1956 Fund volume increased 60%, 


over 1955. Since its start in 1948, The Fund 
has climbed to 3rd position in 1956 among 
the title insurance agencies writing in Flor- 
ida. The No. 1 company only increased 
about 4°4 in 1956 and the No. 2 company 
declined a little over 3°% in 1956. 


Volume In 1957 
In the early months of 1957, The Fund’s 


volume continued to increase quite rapidly. 
Its income from additional contributions, 
which are the equivalent of net premiums 
in other agencies, shows the following in- 
teresting contrasts for the first four months 
of the last three years: 


Month 1955 1956 1957 
January $14,435 $17,332 $33,912 
February 16,401 22,625 36,719 
March 18,603 27,207 38,442 
April 18,559 29,164 45,431 


4 Months $67,998 $96,328 $154,504 

The Fund’s balance sheet for the quarter 
ending March 31, 1957, is reproduced on 
adjoining page. 
Annual Trustees Meeting 

The annual meeting of the Board of 
Trustees was held May 1, 1957, at the Amer- 
icana Hotel in Miami Beach, and Donn 
Gregory of Tampa was elected Chairman 
for the term commencing July 1, 1957, suc- 
ceeding Ed R. Bentley of Lakeland. The 
‘Trustees also elected as the Executive Com- 
mittee Ed R. Bentley of Lakeland, Chair- 
man, C. Clyde Atkins of Miami, E. A. 
Clayton of Gainesville, Fletcher G. Rush of 
Orlando, and W. H. Wolfe of Clearwater, 
as members. 


Convention 
It was good to have many Fund members 
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and Fund friends come by The Fund's 
table at the convention. Fund headquarters 
staff was represented by Hewen A. Lasseter, 
Fxecutive Secretary; Murray Hamner, Title 
Attorney; Leslie McLeod, Field Services Of- 
ficer; Mrs. Marlene Power, Office Super- 
visor; and Miss Glenda Stroud, Member- 
ship Secretary. The Trustees and their wives 
and the headquarters staff initiated an an- 
nual practice of having a group dinner be- 
fore the annual board meeting. Next meeting 
of the Trustees will be at Orlando on Au- 
gust 3, and the following one will be at 
Gainesville on October 26. The winter and 
summer board meetings are held at Orlando 
and the spring and fall meetings are held at 
the annual convention of The Florida Bar 
and at Gainesville, respectively. 


New Members In April 1957 


T.ouie N. Adcock, St. Petersburg 
Sam Bucklew, Tampa 
Nicholas A. Caputo, Daytona Beach 
John Howell Cotten, Tallahassee 
Joseph J. Davies, St. Petersburg 
Richard A. Eagle, St. Petersburg 
A.S. Johnston, ‘fampa 
Peyton T. Jordan, Sr., Tampa 
Peyton T. Jordan, Jr., Tampa 

Paul R. Kickliter, Tampa 

Clyde M. Kissinger, St. Petersburg 
Julian H. Lifsey, Tampa 

Virgil Q. Mayo Blountstown 
Robert L. Pursifull Tampa 
Leonard Romanik Hollywood 
Charles H. Ross Tampa 

John Savage Ft. Myers 
Douglass B. Shivers Tallahassee 
Benjamin C. Sidwell Tampa 

Ley H. Smith Orlando 
W.E. Winderweedle Winter Park 
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LAWYERS! TITLE GUARANTY FUND 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


CONDENSED BALANCE SHEET 


March 31, 1957 
ASSETS 


Cash 

Accounts Receivable 

Accrued Interest Receivable 

$233,000.00 U. S. Government Bonds* - Amortized Cost 
$170,000.00 U. S. Government 91 Day Due Bills - Amortized Cost 
Savings and Loan Association Accounts 

Investment Mortgages Receivable 

Other Receivables and Assets Received in Settlement of Claims 
Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment - Net 

Other Assets 


LIABILITIES 


$ 39,940.71 
2,178, 48 

3, 371. 46 
225, 878, 63 
169, 350, 57 
275, 336.19 
97, 547,17 
54, 830,72 
37,018, 43 


8,151, 87 


$ 913,604.23 


Accounts Payable, Payroll Deductions, and Accrued Expenses $ 4,537.94 
VOLUNTARY RESERVE 
Members! Initial Contribution Accounts $ 163,511.27 
Members’ Additional Contribution Accounts 745, 555.02 909, 066. 29 
913, 604.23 
COMPARISONS 
Additional 
Contributions Net Margin 
Three Months Three Months Total 
Ended Ended Assets as of 
Year March 31 March 31 March 31 
1957 $ 107,670, 47 $ 63,332.02 $ 913,604, 23 
1956 66, 568.69 39,727.08 627, 672, 38 
1955 49, 538. 88 34, 604, 84 471,082.18 
1954 33,275.28 25, 290.62 332, 124, 69 
1953 32, 689.96 25, 153.36 221, 707.66 
1952 23, 168.96 16, 472, 38 154, 535.74 


AUDITOR'S STATEMENT 


The preceding condensed balance sheet of the Lawyers' Title Guaranty Fund, 
Orlando, Florida, as of March 31, 1957 was prepared by us from the books and records 
of the Fund. It is an interim statement prepared as part of a progressive annual audit 
and not all the procedures necessary for us to render an independent certified public 
accountant's opinion concerning this statement have been performed. Such procedures 


are performed by us at December 31 of each year, 


Colley & folly - Certified Public Accountants - Orlando, Florida 


* $103, 000.00 deposited with the Insurance Commissioner of the State of Florida for the 


benefit of holders of the Fund's guarantees and policies, 
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Public confidence in the bar will return in proportion to the 
extent it becomes sensitive to its stewardship and makes the 
administration of justice its major objective; it will not return 
while the bar condones those who practice guerilla tactics with 
total abandon of their fidelity to the State and the profession; 
it will not return while members of the bar permit themselves 
to be employed for the sole purpose of throwing a shield of pro- 
tection about those engaged in organized vice; it will not return 
while members of the bar ignore the factor of public stewardship 
and are actuated instead by the philosophy of William H. Van- 
derbilt’s cryptic epitome, ‘’The public be damned.’ It will not 
return so long as litigation is synonymous with liquidation and 
a lawsuit is permitted to become an endurance marathon rather 
than a means to ascertain the truth of the controversy and 
arrive at a basis for doing justice between the litigants. Nor 
will it return while the administration of justice jogs along as 
did Balaam on the back of an ass while every other democratic 
process travels by twentieth century vehicle. 
Lambdin y. State, per justice Terrell 


GENUINE ENGRAVED LETTERHEADS 


$15.00 for 1,000 (Complete Cost) 
Free Designing — Free Proof — Free Die 
Mail us your present letterhead and indicate any changes desired. “Without cost or obligation your 


free proof will be mailed promptly, designed similar to your present letterhead or as you instruct us 


MIAMI ENGRAVING COMPANY 


245 N. E. 37th Street (1 Block West of Biscayne Blvd.) Miami, Fla. 


When we can furnish information 
or be of service in any way, we cor- 
dially invite The Florida Bar to call 
on us. 


The Barnett National Bank 


of Jacksonville 
MEMBER F.D.I.C. 


Florida Corporation Supplies 


COMPLETE CORPORATION KITS 


CORPORATION & NOTARY SEALS 
MINUTE BOOKS 
STOCK & TRANSFER LEDGERS 


48 HOUR SERVICE 
P. ©. Box 2087 Bollywood, Florida Phone 2-6160 
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SPEAKERPHONE for “hands-free” talking 


Here’s a phone you can use while 
moving around the room. Several 
persons can talk and hear without 
lifting the receiver. Call our 
Business Office for details. 


SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


TWO FLORIDA ATTORNEYS, partnership places or positions for at 
Orlando, Florida. General and Commercial Law Practice. Orlando 
is one of country’s most progressive and fastest developing cities in 
center of one of our fastest growing states, offering excellent future. 
Want well qualified, ambitious, 100 per cent sober, honest, indus- 
trious, efficient and effective Attorneys. Send full information to 
P. O. Box 2008, Orlando, Florida. 


Miami law firm requires capable and 
dependable young attorney of limited ex- 
perience to assist in extensive litigation. 


Applicant must be natural student, loyal Chis 5 FREE RADIO 
and resourceful. Good pay and future. 
Apply with inexpensive photo to Box H, 
The Florida Bar Journal. : ALL ROOMS 
PRIVATE 
BATHS 
GARAGES 


100% 
MOT NEW HOTEL JEFFERSON. 
MAYFL 
JACKSONVILLE JACKSONVILLE Conditioned 


For Sale, 58 Vol. American 
Jurisprudence. New condition, 
bargain, terms.—Box RP, The 


- 
HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA 


Florida Ba r Jou rna | E WEST PALM BEACH WEST PALM BEACH 


KLOEPPEL 
HOTELS 
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FLORIDA COUNCIL OF BAR PRESIDENTS 


All presidents of local -bar associations are members of the Florida Council of Bar Presidents. Its 
Chairman is John Duss, III, 1822 Barnett Bank Bldg., Jacksonville. 


BAY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: President 
Bert A. Davenport, P. O. Box 1095, Panama City, 
Florida. 


BREVARD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent Robert Godbey, P. O. Box 1109, Cocoa. 


BROOKSVILLE BAR ASSOCIATION: President 
Onan Whitehurst, 15 E. Jefferson St. 


BROWARD COUNTY BAR _ ASSOCIATION: 
President John W. Fleming, P. O. Box 4187, Fort 
Lauderdale. 


CHARLOTTE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: 
President Edward L. Gerson, P. O. Box 883, Punta 
Gorda. 


CLEARWATER BAR ASSOCIATION: President 
R. J. McDermott, First Federal Bldg. 


CORAL GABLES BAR ASSOCIATION: President 
John R. Lindsey, 239 Miracle Bldg. 


DADE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: President 
Reginald L. Williams, 908 Ainsley Building, Miami. 


DeSOTO COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent Hugh G. Jones, 28 S. DeSoto Ave., Arcadia. 


HARDEE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent John W. Burton, P. O. Box 426, Wauchula. 


HIALEAH-MIAMI SPRINGS BAR ASSOCIATION: 
President Sam Steen, 1471 Flamingo Way, Hialeah. 


HOMESTEAD BAR ASSOCIATION: President 
Thomas J. Walsh, 830 N. Krome Ave. 


INDIAN RIVER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: 
President Sherman N. Smith, Jr., 1601—20th St.. 
Vero Beach. 


JACKSONVILLE BAR ASSOCIATION: President 
John S. Duss, III, 1822 Barnett Bank Bldg. 


LAKE-SUMTER BAR ASSOCIATION: President 
C. Welborn Daniel, P. O. Box 703, Clermont. 


LAKELAND BAR ASSOCIATION: President F. 
G. Janes, P. O. Box 414. 


LEE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: President 
Archie M. Odom, Lee County Court House, Fort 
Myers. 


MANATEE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent Dewey A. Dye, P. O. Box 990, Bradenton. 


MARION COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent Wallace E. Sturgis, Jr., Masonic Bldg, Ocala. 


MARTIN COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent William R. Scott, P. O. Bin 2, Stuart. 


MIAMI BEACH BAR ASSOCIATION: President 
Milton E. Grusmark, 605 Lincoln Road. 


MONROE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent Paul E. Sawyer, P. O. Box 571, Key West. 


NAPLES BAR ASSOCIATION: President Walter 
G. Sorokoty, 878 - 5th Ave., S. 


NASSAU COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent Thomas G. Hall, Florida National Bank Bldg., 
Fernandina Beach. 


NORTH DADE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: 
President Donald G. Miller, 1875 N. E. 168rd St., 
North Miami Beach. 
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ORANGE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent Donald T. Senterfitt, P. O. Box 1608, Orlando. 


OSCEOLA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent Ellis F. Davis, 4 Darlington Ave., Kissimmee. 


PALM BEACH COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: 
President Phillip D. Anderson, 1212 Harvey Bldg., 
West Palm Beach 


PASCO COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: President 
E. B. Larkin, Larkin Bldg., Dade City. 


PUTNAM COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent Angus Harriett, Palatka. 


SARASOTA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: 
President John F. Burket, Jr., Palmer First Nat'l 
Bank Bldg. 


SEMINOLE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: 
— Douglas Stenstrom, Edwards Bldg., San- 
ord. 


SOUTH BREVARD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIA- 
TION: President Richard B. Muldrew, 416 New 
Haven Avenue, Melbourne. 


ST. JOHNS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: 
President Charles R. Bennett, 178 Bay Street, St. 
Augustine. 


ST. LUCIE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: 
President Wallace Sample, Box 231, Ft. Pierce. 


ST. PETERSBURG BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent Robert W. Fisher, 903 First Federal Bldg. 


TALLAHASSEE BAR ASSOCIATION: President 
Ford L. Thompson, Jr., 12342 S. Monroe St. 


THE BAR ASSOCIATION OF TAMPA & HILLS- 
BOROUGH COUNTY: President Edward B. Rood, 
P. O. Box 3239. 


VOLUSIA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
a D. Riegle, 334 S. Beach St., Daytona 
Beach. 


WINTER HAVEN BAR ASSOCIATION: Presi- 
dent Roy C. Summerlin, Vanskiver Bldg., Box 793. 


THE SOCIETY OF THE BAR OF THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT: President Erwin Fleet, P. O. 
Box 275, Fort Walton Beach. 


SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BAR ASSOCIA- 
TION: President Roy T. Rhodes, 102% South 
Monroe Street, P. O. Box 228, Tallahassee. 


THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BAR ASSOCIA- 
TION: President Wallace Jopling, P. O. Box 585, 
Lake City. 


FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BAR ASSOCIATION: 
President Gordon G. Oldham, Jr., First National 
Bank Bldg., Leesburg. 


EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BAR ASSOCIA- 
TION: President Jack R. Lowry, P. O. Box 396, 
Gainesville. 


TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BAR ASSOCIA- 
TION: President R. Philip Haddock, P. O. Box 
1332, Lakeland. 


TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BAR ASSOCIA- 
TION: President Lynn N. Silvertooth, 2033 Main 
Street, Sarasota. 


FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BAR ASSO- 
CIATION: President J. Ernest Collins, P. O. Box 
517, Panama City. 
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Titles insured 
throughout-43 states, 
the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico and Hawaii 
e 


NATIONAL TITLE 
DIVISION OFFICES 
CHICAGO NEW YORK 


Branch Offices in: 


Akron, O. 

Atlanta, Ga. 
Augusta, Ga. 
Birmingham, Alo. 
Camden, N. J. 
Cincinnati, O. 
Cleveland, O. 
Columbus, Ga. 
Columbus, O. 
Dallas, Tex. 
Dayton, O. 
Decatur, Ga. 
Detroit, Mich. 

Flint, Mich. 
Freehold, N. J. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Macon, Ga 
Marietta, Ga. 
Miami, Fla. 

Mount Clemens, Mich. 
Newark, N. J 

New Orleans, La. 
Newport News, Va. 
New York, N. Y. 
Norfolk, Va. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Pontiac, Mich. 
Richmond, Va. 
Roanoke, Va. 
Savannah, Ga. 
Springfield, 
Toms River, N. J. 
Washington, D. C. 
White Plains, N. Y¥. 
Wilmington, Del. 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 
Winter Haven, Fla. 


LOCAL AGENTS AND APPROVED 
ATTORNEYS THROUGHOUT FLORIDA 


REPRESENTED BY LOCAL TITLE COMPANIES 
IN MORE THAN 200 OTHER CITIES 


“Not to be confused : with any other title insuring organization of similar name.” 


name. stands head end 
shoulders above all others i in. its-field. 


title insurance it’s, Tite.” 


“Investors in ‘teal estate. ‘and. estate f 
securities are better: ‘satisfied when. 

“Lawyers. Title ipolicles their 


know that Lawyers Title Insurance 
Corporation consistently | and zealously 
maintains its leadership ane 


| More and more, investors insist upon 
| “Lawyers Title” 
they know... 


THERE IS NO BETTER TITLE INSURANCE THAN 
A POLICY ISSUED BY 


| 
LaWYeYLs | 
|nsurance (Orporation 
FLORIDA STATE OFFICE 
Sixth Street. N.W., Winter Haven 


YOUR FLORIDA LAW BOOKS ARE THE 
MOST USED AND USEFUL TOOLS 
OF YOUR PROFESSION 


ENCYCLOPEDIC DIGEST of Florida Reports, Vols. 1 to 16 in 
17 books, with Current Supplements. 
This set has been completely Recompiled, Revised and Improved. 


FLORIDA LAW AND PRACTICE —the Encyclopedia of Liv- 
ing Florida Law for Florida Lawyers by Florida Lawyers. 
Sixty-six subjects of Florida Law are now treated in Vols. 1 to 5, 


and the 1956 Pocket Parts Supplement have been published for 
Vols. 1 to 4. 


FLORIDA STATUTES ANNOTATED, Vols. 1 to 31 in 33 
books, with Current Supplements. 
The most completely annotated set of Florida Statutes. 


SAPP’S FLORIDA PLEADING, PRACTICE AND LEGAL 
FORMS, 6 Volumes, with Current Pocket Parts Supplement. 
Contains over 6000 Pleading and Practice Forms, as well as 
Business and Legal Forms, currently used in Florida. 


All of these sets are kept 
constantly to date through Supplement Service. 


Write for prices 
and liberal terms. 


THE HARRISON COMPANY 


Law Book Publishers 
93 Hunter Street, S. W. Atlanta 2, Go. 
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